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December 24th & 31st – The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

and the First Sunday of Christmas   
A very warm welcome to everyone joining in worship here today.

Large print versions of the Order of Service are available at the back of church

A loop system is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. Please switch it to ‘T’. Please switch off mobile phones.

Parents with young children: don’t worry if your child makes a noise during the service – we don’t mind!

If it helps, there are some books, toys and ‘busy bags’ suitable for young children at the back of church. 
	24th December

The Fourth Sunday    of Advent

(The Fourth Sunday    in Advent)

[P]
& Christmas Eve

[Gold]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion.  Readings (p52) Philippians 4.4-7; John 1.19-28 (AC)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers Clergy 
Communion Hymns: 28, 391
Readings: 2 Samuel 7.1-11,16 (BS); Romans 16.25-27 (Clergy); Luke 1.26-38

	
	2:00pm
	Christmas Eve at the Crib

A Special service for children of all ages

	
	11:30pm
	Midnight Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)           Prayers GW 

Communion Hymns: 14, 15
Readings Isaiah 52.7-10 (AH);  Hebrews 1.1-4 (GW);  John 1.1-14

	Christmas Day

[Gold]
	9:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers Clergy 

Readings Isaiah 9.2-7 (DH):  Titus 2.11-14 (Clergy);  Luke 2.1-20

	31st December

The First Sunday    of Christmas

  (The Sunday After Christmas Day) [W]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion.  Readings (p61) Galatians 4.1-7; Matthew 1.18-21 (JW)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers JJ
Communion Hymns: 9, 8
Readings Isaiah 61.10 – 62.3(AB);  Galatians 4.4-7(LH); Luke 2.15-21
Followed by refreshments in Church

	Friday 5th January
	7:30pm
	“First Friday” at the Vicarage

	7th January

The Epiphany

[Gold]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. Readings (p67) Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12 (MV)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers PH 

Communion Hymns: TBD
Readings: Isaiah 60.1-6 (CM); Ephesians 3.1-12 (PH); Matthew 2.1-12

	
	6:30pm
	Evening Prayer: Psalm 100. (p 473)
Readings: Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12 (CH)


FOR OUR PRAYERS this week we pray for:
The Church: Our Bishops (David, Mark and Mark), Area Dean Alison, our ministry team, our PCC, our Churchwardens (Lillian and Alison). That others from within our fellowship will answer God’s call to Ordained, ALM or Reader ministry. That all of us might deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Mission: We pray for those who have yet to encounter the love of God in Jesus Christ, that they will respond to his call to follow him. We pray that we will grow numerically, in faith and in discipleship, that all of us might be good witnesses to the love of Christ in our day-to-day lives, that we will have confidence to share the good news of Jesus Christ and that our footprint in the community might grow. We pray for our uniformed organisations, ABC, and Sunday School and their leaders. We pray that ‘Coffee & Conversation’ will continue to be successful and Messy Church will grow. We ask for discernment as we revisit our Mission Action Plan. 
Our finances: For a future when we will have sufficient to cover the cost of ministry within this parish, can afford to properly finance mission, and support the cost of mission within the Diocese generally. That we can afford to pay for future building work. 

Our families, friends and local community: Those facing financial or other difficulties. The lonely or homeless at Christmas. Those struggling with addiction. Those who care for the frail and sick. Residents of Brookfield Avenue.
Our nation & the world: The Queen, the Government, our councillors and our MP (Ivan Lewis). Those affected by war, conflict and terrorism. Christians, especially those affected by the terrorist attack on Bethel Church, Quetta (Pakistan) during their Sunday service on 17th December.






                     cont …..
…. Prayers Cont:    
 Those in need: Those being cared for in local hospitals, hospices and nursing homes. The sick, especially for Grace Taylor, Stella Burkey, Pippa Dodd, Simon Lilywhite and Louise Singleton. 
The bereaved: All who have lost a loved one. Trusting in God, may they find healing, peace, strength and courage to face the future. 
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)
NOTICES – 24th December 2017

· ‘First Fridays’: We begin something new on 5th January. On the first Friday of each month (7.30pm at the vicarage) you are invited to join us for some pizza, a glass of wine (or juice if preferred), chat, Bible reflection and prayer. Everyone is welcome - if possible let Revd Dave know if you plan to attend (especially if you have any dietary requirements), though this is not essential and you can just turn up
· Refreshments after the 10:30 service next week – there is no need to bake as we will do biscuits (plus mince pies and Christmas cake if anyone has any left!!)
· Christmas Flower donations: Would anyone wishing to donate towards the Christmas flowers for the Church, please hand their donations to Marilyn Wildin, Beryl Sixsmith, Mary Bamber or Vicar Dave. Thank you
· Prayers for those in need. The list will be refreshed at the end of the year.  If you wish a name to remain on the list, please let the vicar know.

· Christmas Quiz Sheets are available at the back of Church throughout December, 50p each - all proceeds to church funds.  Reminder - to be in with a chance of winning, Christmas quiz sheets need to be returned no later than today Sunday 24th December
· Can you give an hour and a half a month to church? In response to our appeal, we have had additional volunteers who are willing to open and sit in Church one Wednesday afternoon a month  to allow visitors to come in to pray.  However, it would be good to get even more people involved as this would reduce the number of times each one needs to be there. Speak to the Vicar if you are interested in helping with this important ministry

· Ainsworth Village Boxing Day Walk – 2pm, meeting outside the Old White Horse on Church Street.  You are asked to wear sensible footwear as it is likely to be muddy/slippy in places

· Rucksack Project: Homeless Charity, Emmaus, is seeking donations of clothes, non-perishable foods and toiletries, which will be distribute to those in need during December and January. Especially required are hats, gloves, socks, new underwear, coats, sleeping bags & flasks. All donations to Revd Dave, who will pass them on.

· History of Ainsworth: The History Society is aiming to continue Ken Bullock’s amazing history of the village by recording significant events in village life which have occurred since Ken finished his record when he left in 1983.  If you have anything which you can contribute, please email the society ( ainswortharchive@outlook.com ) or write it down and give/send it to Polly at the Vicarage. Details and exact dates would be great, but month and year (or even just the year) will do and we can try to find out more.  Thanks

· 2018 Diaries are near the old font in the porch. Please help yourself 
To receive the Pew Sheet by e-mail, send an e-mail to polly.ryder@hotmail.co.uk with ‘send pew sheet’ in the subject
Otherwise download from http://www.ainsworthparish.org.uk/pewsheets.html
	Collects for The Fourth Sunday of Advent

	Common Worship

Eternal God,

as Mary waited for the birth of your Son,

so we wait for his coming in glory;

bring us through the birth pangs of this present age

to see, with her, our great salvation

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
	Book of Common Prayer

O LORD, raise up (we pray thee) thy power, and come among us, and with great might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness, we are sore let and hindered in running the race that is set before us, thy bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through the satisfaction of thy Son our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost be honour and glory, world without end. Amen.


	Collects for The First Sunday of Christmas

	Common Worship

God in Trinity,

eternal unity of perfect love:

gather the nations to be one family,

and draw us into your holy life

through the birth of Emmanuel,

our Lord Jesus Christ.    Amen.
	Book of Common Prayer

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and as at this time to be born of a pure Virgin: Grant that we being regenerate, and made thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen.
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Christ Church Ainsworth               

‘Celebrating, encouraging, proclaiming and supporting faith, hope and love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord...’
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