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January 7th – The Epiphany
A very warm welcome to everyone joining in worship here today.

Large print versions of the Order of Service are available at the back of church

A loop system is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. Please switch it to ‘T’. Please switch off mobile phones.

Parents with young children: don’t worry if your child makes a noise during the service – we don’t mind!

If it helps, there are some books, toys and ‘busy bags’ suitable for young children at the back of church. 
	7th January

The Epiphany

[Gold]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. Readings (p65) Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12 (MV)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers PH 

Communion Hymns: 5,4
Readings: Isaiah 60.1-6 (BS); Ephesians 3.1-12 (PH); Matthew 2.1-12

	
	6:30pm
	Evening Prayer: Psalm 100. (p 473)
Readings: Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12 (CH)

	Wednesday
	2:30pm
	Church open for personal prayer

	Friday
	3:30pm
	Funeral of Caroline Rowe at Radcliffe Crematorium 

	14th January

The Second Sunday of Epiphany

(The Second Sunday after the Epiphany)

[White]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. Readings (p69) Romans 12.6-16a; John 2.1-11 (BA)

	
	10:30am
	Parade & Family Service 

Readings:  John 1.43-51: Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael (Scout Group)
Followed by a coffee morning to support Thomas' fundraising for the World Scout Jamboree 

	
	6:30pm
	Holy Communion. Readings (p69) Romans 12.6-16a; John 2.1-11 (AH)


FOR OUR PRAYERS this week we pray for:
The Church: Our Bishops (David, Mark and Mark), Area Dean Alison, our ministry team, our PCC, our Churchwardens (Lillian and Alison). That others from within our fellowship will answer God’s call to Ordained, ALM or Reader ministry. That all of us might deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Mission: We pray for those who have yet to encounter the love of God in Jesus Christ, that they will respond to his call to follow him. We pray that we will grow numerically, in faith and in discipleship, that all of us might be good witnesses to the love of Christ in our day-to-day lives, that we will have confidence to share the good news of Jesus Christ and that our footprint in the community might grow. We pray for our uniformed organisations, ABC, and Sunday School and their leaders. We pray that ‘Coffee & Conversation’ will continue to be successful and Messy Church will grow. We ask for discernment as we refine our Mission Action Plan. 
Our finances: For a future when we will have sufficient to cover the cost of ministry within this parish, can afford to properly finance mission, and support the cost of mission within the Diocese generally. That we can afford to pay for future building work. 

Our families, friends and local community: Those facing financial or other difficulties. The lonely or homeless at Christmas. Those struggling with addiction. Those who care for the frail and sick. Residents of Broomfield Close.
Our nation & the world: The Queen, the Government, our councillors and our MP (Ivan Lewis). Those affected by war, conflict and terrorism. Persecuted Christians, especially those affected by the terrorist attack on Bethel Church, Quetta (Pakistan) during their Sunday service on 17th December.

Those in need: Those being cared for in local hospitals, hospices and nursing homes. The sick, especially for Grace Taylor and Louise Singleton. 
The bereaved: All who have lost a loved one, especially the family and friends of Arthur Shepherd and Caroline Rowe. Trusting in God, may they find healing, peace, strength and courage to face the future. 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)
NOTICES – 7th January 2018
· ‘Ainsworth Community Coffee and Conversation’ this Tuesday and on the second Tuesday of every month at Ainsworth Church and Community Hall from 10.30am to 12 noon, with coffee, tea and biscuits - £1. Also, a Book Stall (50p donation with proceeds to Bury Hospice). ‘A cup of coffee shared with others is happiness tasted and time well spent’’   
· "Winter Warmer": on Sunday 4th February following the 10:30am service. "Winter Warmer" consists of a bowl of home-made vegetable soup, served with bread roll; dessert; and tea, coffee or juice, for a nominal charge of £4. Tickets are available at the back of church
· Clearing the balcony: There are a number of items under the pews in the balcony, some of which do not appear to have been used for quite a long time.  After next week’s Church Parade, we are going to take all the items and put them onto the pews in the balcony.  If any of the items belong to you, and are not used in Church, can you please take them away.  If they are used in Church, please put them under the pew with a note to indicate which group uses them.  Any items still not claimed by Sunday 4th February will be disposed of.
· Can you give an hour and a half a month to church? In response to our appeal, we have had additional volunteers who are willing to open and sit in Church one Wednesday afternoon a month to allow visitors to come in to pray.  However, it would be good to get even more people involved as this would reduce the number of times each volunteer needs to be there. Speak to the Vicar if you are interested in helping with this important ministry

· Porch Boxes have sent a letter of thanks for the strong support given to them by this Church during 2017. Please continue to support them with regular gifts of food and toiletries throughout 2018, placing them in the appropriate container situated in the Church porch.
· Ainsworth History Society is meeting this Tuesday (9th) at 8:00pm in the White Horse – all welcome.
· History of Ainsworth: The History Society is aiming to continue Ken Bullock’s amazing history of the village by recording significant events in village life which have occurred since Ken finished his record in 1983.  If you have anything which you can contribute, please email the society ( ainswortharchive@outlook.com ) or write it down and give/send it to Polly at the Vicarage. Details and exact dates would be great, but month and year (or even just the year) will do and we can try to find out more.  Thanks
· Overnight Volunteers Needed for Winter Night Shelters: Can you give up some of your time to help rough sleepers? Follow this link to register: https://timecounts.org/gtmanchester/assignments/358
· 'Every child deserves a happy home ...' the Bury Adoption and Fostering Unit are looking for new foster carers. Interested? Go to the following: www.adoptfosterbury.org.uk/
· Churchyard Team (Wednesdays) and Pew Polishers (Thursdays): If you have a bit of time to spare and would like to help your Church in a practical way then join either the Churchyard Team (contact Roy Turner 0161 764 1484) or the Pew Polishers (contact Jane Lord, 0161 764 1551) or both. 

· Choir: if you enjoy singing, why not join our choir. New members, including juniors, always welcome. No audition necessary.  Further details from Jean Clifford or Beryl Sixsmith

· The Pastoral Visiting Team visits the frail and housebound and Revd Elaine is happy to visit anyone in hospital or who would like home communion. Please inform Revd Elaine if you know of anyone in any of these situations who would like a visit. 

· The Prayer Chain: Prayer requests may be submitted to June Hayes (0161 797 8114) or if she is unavailable, to Jennifer White (0161 723 5537). Please note that, unless renewed, prayer requests will be removed after three months. 
· Prayer: One way of praying is to write a short prayer and hang it on the Prayer Tree (next to the pulpit). The Holy Spirit knows exactly what is on your heart so these do not need to be masterpieces of prose! Cryptic prayers will do! Please date them and we will remove them after two months (simply re-date your prayer before the end of two months if you want it to stay up longer). 
· The Church and Community Hall is available for private bookings at very reasonable rates. Please ring Geoff Hampson on 07910 817577 or see www.ainsworthchurchandcommunityhall.co.uk for details.
To receive the Pew Sheet by e-mail, send an e-mail to polly.ryder@hotmail.co.uk with ‘send pew sheet’ in the subject
Otherwise download from http://www.ainsworthparish.org.uk/pewsheets.html
	Collects

	Common Worship

Creator of the heavens,

who led the Magi by a star

to worship the Christ-child:

guide and sustain us,

that we may find our journey’s end

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
	Book of Common Prayer

O GOD, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles: Mercifully grant, that we, which know thee now by faith, may after this life have the fruition of thy glorious Godhead; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Christ Church Ainsworth               

‘Celebrating, encouraging, proclaiming and supporting faith, hope and love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord...’
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