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February 4th – The Second Sunday Before Lent
A very warm welcome to everyone joining in worship here today.

Large print versions of the Order of Service are available at the back of church

A loop system is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. Please switch it to ‘T’. Please switch off mobile phones.

Parents with young children: don’t worry if your child makes a noise during the service – we don’t mind!

If it helps, there are some books, toys and ‘busy bags’ suitable for young children at the back of church. 
	4th February

The Second Sunday Before Lent
(Sexagesima)

[Green]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. Readings (p80) 2 Corinthians 11.19-31; Luke 8.4-15 (MV)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers JJ  
Communion Hymns: 437, 419 
Readings: Proverbs 8.1,22-31 (LH); Colossians 1.15-20 (CM); John 1.1-14
followed by “Winter Warmer” in ACCH

	
	6:30pm
	Evening Prayer: Psalms 65. (pg 423) 
Readings: 2 Corinthians 11.19-31; Luke 8.4-15 (PH) 

	Wednesday
	2:30pm
	Church open for personal prayer

	Friday
	11:45am
	Funeral of Rene Wrigley followed by committal at Radcliffe Crematorium.

	11th February

The Sunday Next Before Lent
(Quinquagesima)

[Green]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. Readings (p82) 1 Corinthians 13.1-end; Luke 18.31-end (BA)

	
	10:30am
	Parade & Family Service 
Readings: Mark 9.2-9 (Guide Group);
Followed by Coffee Morning on behalf of Guides 

	
	6:30pm
	Holy Communion. Readings (p82) 1 Corinthians 13.1-end; Luke 18.31-end (CH)


FOR OUR PRAYERS this week we pray for:
The Church: Our Bishops (David, Mark and Mark), our ministry team, our PCC, our Churchwardens (Lillian and Alison). That others from within our fellowship will answer God’s call to Ordained, ALM or Reader ministry. That all of us might deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Mission: We pray for those who have yet to encounter the love of God in Jesus Christ, that they will respond to his call to follow him. We pray that we will grow numerically, in faith and in discipleship, that all of us might be good witnesses to the love of Christ in our day-to-day lives, that we will have confidence to share the good news of Jesus Christ and that our footprint in the community might grow. We pray for our uniformed organisations, ABC, and Sunday School and their leaders. We pray that ‘Coffee & Conversation’ will continue to be successful and Messy Church will grow. We ask for discernment as we refine and implement our Mission Action Plan. 

Our finances: Success as we begin to apply for grants, engage in fund raising and seek voluntary contributions to cover the cost of essential building work. For a future when we will have sufficient to cover the cost of ministry within this parish, can afford to properly finance mission, and support the cost of mission within the Diocese generally. That we can afford to pay for a better sound system. 
Our families, friends and local community: Those facing financial or other difficulties. The lonely or homeless. Those struggling with addiction. Those who care for the frail and sick. Residents of Ainsworth Hall Road.
Our nation & the world: The Queen, the Government, our councillors and our MP (Ivan Lewis). Those affected by war, conflict and terrorism. Persecuted Christians, especially those affected by the recent terrorist attacks in Pakistan and Egypt.
Those in need: Those being cared for in local hospitals, hospices and nursing homes. The sick, especially for Stella Burkey, Grace Taylor and Louise Singleton. 

The bereaved: All who have lost a loved one, especially the family and friends of Doreen Pilling and Rene Wrigley. Trusting in God, may they find healing, peace, strength and courage to face the future. 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)
NOTICES –  4th February 2018
· Building Project: We now have permission from the Diocesan Chancellor to proceed with some essential repairs to our church building. The cost is likely to be in the region of £120k, although we will have a better idea of the cost once the tendering process is complete. June Brooks is investigating and applying for grants, but fundraising will also be necessary. Please speak to the Vicar or one of the Churchwardens if you would like to join a fundraising team. Please pray for success.
· "Winter Warmer": TODAY (4th February) following the 10:30am service. "Winter Warmer" consists of a bowl of home-made vegetable soup, served with bread roll; dessert; and tea, coffee or juice, for a suggested donation of £4. There are still places available so please come along.
· Clearing the balcony: TODAY (Sunday 4th February) is the last day to remove items which are on the pews in the balcony (if any are still used please put them under the pew with a note to indicate which group uses them).  Any items still not claimed will be disposed of.
· Churchyard: the parish website now has a page devoted to the churchyard. 
( http://ainsworthparish.org.uk/churchyard.html ) This includes a summary of the rules governing the items that may be placed on graves. A glance around the churchyard suggests that some people tending graves are unfamiliar with these rules. Please be aware that the Church has a legal duty to remove non-compliant items from graves; and will do so. But, obviously, it is far better if people remove such items themselves. So, if this applies to you, please can you do this as soon as possible 
· Wreaths: As the Christmas Season is over, the gardening team will be removing Christmas wreaths from the graves on Wednesday 14th February.  If you wish to keep your wreath, please remove it before this date.  
· Open Doors: Come and hear the amazing stories of God's goodness and faithfulness in places where Christians are persecuted for their faith. Saturday 24th February 2018, 9.30am to 1.30pm at St Peter's Church Centre, 347 Church Road, Halliwell, Bolton BL1 5RR. Tickets are £5 and are available from Eventbrite  www.eventbrite.co.uk/myevent?eid=41275220295 
· New Archdeacon: You are warmly invited to attend the collation of the Reverend Jean Burgess as Archdeacon of Bolton on Palm Sunday, 25th March, at 3.00pm at Bury Parish Church.  Light refreshments will be served afterwards. For catering purposes, please inform Revd Dave if you plan to attend.
· Cockey Moor Craft Group meets each Wednesday from 10:00 to 12:00, in the New Room of the Church and Community Hall.  Everyone welcome. (There is a small charge to cover costs)

· Churchyard Team (Wednesdays) and Pew Polishers (Thursdays): If you have a bit of time to spare and would like to help your Church in a practical way then join either the Churchyard Team (contact Roy Turner 0161 764 1484) or the Pew Polishers (contact Jane Lord, 0161 764 1551) or both.
· Facebook: we have a parish Facebook page. Navigate to Christ Church Ainsworth and “Like” for updates.

· Communion Hymns: please join the choir in singing the communion hymns. 

· Choir: if you enjoy singing, why not join our choir. New members, including juniors, always welcome. No audition necessary.  Further details from Jean Clifford or Beryl Sixsmith

· The Pastoral Visiting Team visits the frail and housebound and Revd Elaine is happy to visit anyone in hospital or who would like home communion. Please inform Revd Elaine if you know of anyone in any of these situations who would like a visit. 

· The Prayer Chain: Prayer requests may be submitted to June Hayes (0161 797 8114) or if she is unavailable, to Jennifer White (0161 723 5537). Please note that, unless renewed, prayer requests will be removed after three months. 
· Prayer: One way of praying is to write a short prayer and hang it on the Prayer Tree (next to the pulpit). The Holy Spirit knows exactly what is on your heart so these do not need to be masterpieces of prose! Cryptic prayers will do! Please date them and we will remove them after two months (simply re-date your prayer before the end of two months if you want it to stay up longer). 
· The Church and Community Hall is available for private bookings at very reasonable rates. Please ring Geoff Hampson on 07910 817577 or see www.ainsworthchurchandcommunityhall.co.uk for details.
To receive the Pew Sheet by e-mail, send an e-mail to polly.ryder@hotmail.co.uk with ‘send pew sheet’ in the subject
Otherwise download from http://www.ainsworthparish.org.uk/pewsheets.html
	Collects

	Common Worship

Almighty God,

give us reverence for all creation

and respect for every person,

that we may mirror your likeness

in Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.
	Book of Common Prayer

O LORD God, who seest that we put not our trust in any thing that we do: Mercifully grant that by thy power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Christ Church Ainsworth               

‘Celebrating, encouraging, proclaiming and supporting faith, hope and love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord...’
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