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February 11th – The Sunday Next Before Lent
A very warm welcome to everyone joining in worship here today.

Large print versions of the Order of Service are available at the back of church

A loop system is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. Please switch it to ‘T’. Please switch off mobile phones.

Parents with young children: don’t worry if your child makes a noise during the service – we don’t mind!

If it helps, there are some books, toys and ‘busy bags’ suitable for young children at the back of church. 
	11th February

The Sunday Next Before Lent
(Quinquagesima)

[Green]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. Readings (p82) 1 Corinthians 13.1-end; Luke 18.31-end (BA)

	
	10:30am
	Parade & Family Service 
Readings: Mark 9.2-9 (Guide Group);
Followed by Coffee Morning on behalf of Guides 

	
	6:30pm
	Holy Communion. Readings (p82) 1 Corinthians 13.1-end; Luke 18.31-end (CH)

	Ash Wednesday
[Purple]
	2:30pm
	Church open for personal prayer

	
	7:30pm
	Holy Communion (with imposition of ashes)

	18th February

The First Sunday of Lent
(The First Sunday in Lent)

[Purple]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. Readings (p86) 2 Corinthians 6.1-10; Matthew 4.1-11 (JW)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers Clergy 
Communion Hymns: 217, 438 
Readings: Genesis 9.8-17 (CM); 1 Peter 3.18-22 (AG); Mark 1.9-15

	
	12 noon
	Baptism of Logan Scranage

	
	6:30pm
	Evening Prayer: Psalms 119.17-32. (pg 500) 
Readings: 2 Corinthians 6.1-10; Matthew 4.1-11 (DH) 


FOR OUR PRAYERS this week we pray for:
The Church: Our Bishops (David, Mark and Mark), our ministry team, our PCC, our Churchwardens (Lillian and Alison). That others from within our fellowship will answer God’s call to Ordained, ALM or Reader ministry. That all of us might deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Mission: We pray for those who have yet to encounter the love of God in Jesus Christ, that they will respond to his call to follow him. We pray that we will grow numerically, in faith and in discipleship, that all of us might be good witnesses to the love of Christ in our day-to-day lives, that we will have confidence to share the good news of Jesus Christ and that our footprint in the community might grow. We pray for our uniformed organisations, ABC, and Sunday School and their leaders. We pray that ‘Coffee & Conversation’ will continue to be successful and Messy Church will grow. We ask for discernment as we refine and implement our Mission Action Plan. 

Our finances: Success as we begin to apply for grants, engage in fund raising and seek voluntary contributions to cover the cost of essential building work. That we can afford to pay for a better sound system. For a future when we will have sufficient to cover the cost of ministry within this parish, can afford to properly finance mission, and support the cost of mission within the Diocese generally. 

Our families, friends and local community: Those facing financial or other difficulties. The lonely or homeless. Those struggling with addiction. Those who care for the frail and sick. Residents of Greenside.
Our nation & the world: The Queen, the Government, our councillors and our MP (Ivan Lewis). Those affected by war, conflict and terrorism. 
Those in need: Those being cared for in local hospitals, hospices and nursing homes. The sick, especially for Carmel Barnes,  Stella Burkey, Grace Taylor and Louise Singleton. 

The bereaved: All who have lost a loved one, especially the family and friends of Rene Wrigley. Trusting in God, may they find healing, peace, strength and courage to face the future. 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)
NOTICES –  11th February 2018
· Building Project: We now have permission from the Diocesan Chancellor to proceed with some essential repairs to our church building. The cost is likely to be in the region of £120k, although we will have a better idea of the cost once the tendering process is complete. June Brooks is investigating and applying for grants, but fundraising will also be necessary. Please speak to the Vicar or one of the Churchwardens if you would like to join a fundraising team. Please pray for success.
· ‘Ainsworth Community Coffee and Conversation’, this Tuesday at Ainsworth Church and Community Hall from 10.30am to 12 noon, with coffee, tea, toast and mince pies - £1. Also, a Book Stall (50p donation with proceeds to Bury Hospice). Coffee and Conversation is on the second Tuesday of every month  ‘A cup of coffee shared with others is happiness tasted and time well spent’’ 
· The Winter Warmer last week raised £203.35 for our funds.  Thanks to all who supported this event in any way.  And we have arranged a …..
· St Patrick’s Day Quiz Night Saturday 17th March in the Church Hall. Doors open at 7:00pm and the quiz starts at 7:30pm. Tickets cost £5 and include a hot pot supper (bring your own drinks). Come along for an enjoyable evening – you don’t have to be good at quizzes as the aim is to have a good time! There will be prizes for the winning team – nothing too exotic though!!  Maximum size of a team is 5 – so if there are more than this in your group, simply form two or more teams.  If you haven’t got a team, don’t worry, there will be others in the same position and we will make sure you are not alone!  Tickets are available from the back of church, at the vicarage or from Jan ( 0161 761 1958 )
· Churchyard: the parish website now has a page devoted to the churchyard. 
( http://ainsworthparish.org.uk/churchyard.html ) This includes a summary of the rules governing the items that may be placed on graves. A glance around the churchyard suggests that some people tending graves are unfamiliar with these rules. Please be aware that the Church has a legal duty to remove non-compliant items from graves; and will do so. But, obviously, it is far better if people remove such items themselves. So, if this applies to you, please can you do this as soon as possible 
· Wreaths: As the Christmas Season is over, the gardening team will be removing Christmas wreaths from the graves this Wednesday (14th February).  If you wish to keep your wreath, please remove it before this date.  
· Mothers’ Union AGM on Tuesday (13th) at 7pm.  Everyone is welcome.   This will be followed by a pancake supper.  
· Ainsworth History Society is meeting this Tuesday at 8:00pm in the White Horse – all welcome.
· Bury Street Pastors have invited members of local congregations for an evening with Revd Les Isaac, the founder and Chief Executive of Street Pastors nationally, at the Elizabethan Suite, Bury Town Hall, 7.30pm Wednesday 21st March. All welcome.
· Open Doors: Come and hear the amazing stories of God's goodness and faithfulness in places where Christians are persecuted for their faith. Saturday 24th February 2018, 9.30am to 1.30pm at St Peter's Church Centre, 347 Church Road, Halliwell, Bolton BL1 5RR. Tickets are £5 and are available from Eventbrite  www.eventbrite.co.uk/myevent?eid=41275220295 
· New Archdeacon: You are warmly invited to attend the collation of the Reverend Jean Burgess as Archdeacon of Bolton on Palm Sunday, 25th March, at 3.00pm at Bury Parish Church.  Light refreshments will be served afterwards. For catering purposes, please inform Revd Dave if you plan to attend.
· The Pastoral Visiting Team visits the frail and housebound and Revd Elaine is happy to visit anyone in hospital or who would like home communion. Please inform Revd Elaine if you know of anyone in any of these situations who would like a visit. 

· The Prayer Chain: Prayer requests may be submitted to June Hayes (0161 797 8114) or if she is unavailable, to Jennifer White (0161 723 5537). Please note that, unless renewed, prayer requests will be removed after three months. 
· The Church and Community Hall is available for private bookings at very reasonable rates. Please ring Geoff Hampson on 07910 817577 or see www.ainsworthchurchandcommunityhall.co.uk for details.
To receive the Pew Sheet by e-mail, send an e-mail to polly.ryder@hotmail.co.uk with ‘send pew sheet’ in the subject
Otherwise download from http://www.ainsworthparish.org.uk/pewsheets.html
	Collects

	Common Worship

Holy God,

you know the disorder of our sinful lives:

set straight our crooked hearts,

and bend our wills to love your goodness

and your glory

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
	Book of Common Prayer

O LORD, who hast taught us that all our doings without charity are nothing worth: Send thy Holy Ghost, and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of charity, the very bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whosoever liveth is counted dead before thee. Grant this for thine only Son Jesus Christ's sake.  Amen.
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Christ Church Ainsworth               

‘Celebrating, encouraging, proclaiming and supporting faith, hope and love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord...’
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