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March 18th – The Fifth Sunday of Lent
A very warm welcome to everyone joining in worship here today.

Large print versions of the Order of Service are available at the back of church

A loop system is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. Please switch it to ‘T’. Please switch off mobile phones.

Parents with young children: don’t worry if your child makes a noise during the service – we don’t mind!

If it helps, there are some books, toys and ‘busy bags’ suitable for young children at the back of church. 
	18th March
The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
(The Fifth Sunday in Lent)

[Purple]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. 

Readings (p94) Hebrews 9.11-15; John 8.46-end (JW)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers PH 

Communion Hymns: 56
Readings: Jeremiah 31.31-34 (JE); Hebrews 5.5-10 (AG); John 12.20-33

	
	12noon
	Baptism of Jenna Hambleton and Penelope Leack

	
	6:30pm
	Evening Prayer: Psalm 34.1-10. (pg 385)
Readings: Hebrews 9.11-15; John 8.46-end (DH)

	Monday
	3:00pm
	Interment of John Colin Grady’s ashes

	Tuesday
	6:45pm
	Lenten Devotional (please note change of time)

	 Wednesday
	2:30pm
	Church open for personal prayer

	25th March
Palm Sunday

(The Sunday Next Before Easter)

[Red]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. 

Readings (p95) Philippians 2.5-11; Matthew 21.1-13 (BA)

	
	10:30am
	Palm Sunday Procession and Parade (with donkeys)                  Prayers GW
Joint service with Ainsworth Methodists at Christ Church 

 (Assemble outside the Methodist Church) 
Communion Hymns: 267,330              (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)
Readings: Palm Gospel Mark 11.1-11, Passion Gospel Mark 15.1-39
followed by refreshments in church

	
	2:00pm
	Messy Church (In ‘New Room’, Church & Community Hall)

	
	6:30pm
	Evening Prayer: Psalm 69.1-20. (pg 429)
Readings: Philippians 2.5-11; Matthew 21.1-13 (AH)


FOR OUR PRAYERS this week we pray for:
The Church: Our Bishops (David, Mark and Mark), our ministry team, our PCC, our Churchwardens (Lillian and Alison). That others from within our fellowship will answer God’s call to Ordained, ALM or Reader ministry. That all of us might deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Mission: We pray for those who have yet to encounter the love of God in Jesus Christ, that they will respond to his call to follow him. We pray that we will grow numerically, in faith and in discipleship, that all of us might be good witnesses to the love of Christ in our day-to-day lives, that we will have confidence to share the good news of Jesus Christ and that our footprint in the community might grow. We pray for our uniformed organisations, ABC, and Sunday School and their leaders. We pray that ‘Coffee & Conversation’ will continue to be successful and Messy Church will grow. We ask for discernment as we implement our Mission Action Plan. 

Our finances: Success as we begin to apply for grants, engage in fund raising and seek voluntary contributions to cover the cost of essential building work. That we can afford to pay for a better sound system. For a future when we will have sufficient to cover the cost of ministry within this parish, can afford to properly finance mission

Our families, friends and local community: Those facing financial or other difficulties. The lonely or homeless. Those struggling with addiction. Those who care for the frail and sick. Residents of Well Street.
Our nation & the world: The Queen, the Government, our councillors and our MP (Ivan Lewis). Those affected by war, conflict and terrorism. 
Those in need: Those being cared for in local hospitals, hospices and nursing homes. The sick, especially for Carmel Barnes, Stella Burkey and Louise Singleton. 

The bereaved: All who have lost a loved one, especially the family and friends of John Colin Grady.  Trusting in God, may they find healing, peace, strength and courage to face the future. 
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)
Holy Week and Easter Services 

Monday 26/3, 

  7:30 pm Holy Week Devotional; 

Tuesday 27/3,  

  7:30 pm Holy Week Devotional;

Wednesday 28/3 
  7:30 pm Holy Week Devotional followed by Hot Cross Buns

Maundy Thursday, 
  7:30 pm Holy Communion with stripping the Sanctuary. 

Good Friday:  

10.30 am The Way of the Cross a Good Friday journey with Jesus
                        

  2:00 pm The Seven Sayings of Jesus from the Cross - a quiet reflective service
Easter Day:   

  6:30 am Dawn Service, followed by a light breakfast
                      

  8:00 am BCP Holy Communion




10:30 am Family Communion

Also, we have a supply of Holy Week posters (in the lobby) for displaying in your windows at home

NOTICES –  18th March 2018
· Clock Change: A reminder that the clocks go forward next Sunday (25th March) 
· Refreshments after services: As we are joined by our Methodist friends, there will be refreshments after the 10:30 service next Sunday. If you can bake half a dozen small cakes, then that would be greatly appreciated.
· Lent Challenge: A reminder of the Lent challenge issued by Revd Dave; for everyone to read all four Gospels before Easter. Only two weeks to go! How far have you got? If you do not own a Bible, go to the following http://www.devotions.net/bible/00new.htm , if you do not have internet access, we can lend you a Bible.
· Building Project: We need to undertake some essential repairs to our church building to ensure it has a long-term future. The cost is likely to be in the region of £120k, although we will have a better idea once the tendering process is complete. June Brooks is investigating and applying for grants, but fundraising will also be necessary. Unfortunately, so far only one person has volunteered to join a fundraising team; more volunteers are required. Please speak to the Vicar or one of the Churchwardens if you would like to join it. Please pray for success.
· Fairtrade Champion: we are seeking someone to champion Fairtrade within the parish and to act as a point of contact with Bury Fairtrade Forum. Interested? Speak to the Vicar.
· Churchyard: the parish website now has a page devoted to the churchyard. 
( http://ainsworthparish.org.uk/churchyard.html ) This includes a summary of the rules governing the items that may be placed on graves. A glance around the churchyard suggests that some people tending graves are unfamiliar with these rules. Please be aware that the Church has a legal duty to remove non-compliant items from graves; and will do so. But, obviously, it is far better if people remove such items themselves. So, if this applies to you, please can you do this as soon as possible 
· Thomas Russell's 23-mile sponsored hike in aid of his World Scout Jamboree Fund was due to take place on 4th March but was postponed due to the terrible weather conditions. The hike has been rescheduled and will now take place on 25th March along a 23-mile route from Hebden Bridge to Heap Bridge. There is a sponsorship form in the porch for anyone who wishes to sponsor him for this event. Many thanks to all who have sponsored him already.
· Ainsworth Methodist Spring Fair this Saturday 24th March 11:30am to 2:00pm with tasty food throughout. This year it will also include an Easter Bonnet Competition.  All ages welcome to enter - ages 0-100.  Prizes to be had.
· Bury Street Pastors have invited members of local congregations for an evening with Revd Les Isaac, the founder and Chief Executive of Street Pastors nationally, at the Elizabethan Suite, Bury Town Hall, 7.30pm this Wednesday (21st March). All welcome.
· The Pastoral Visiting Team visits the frail and housebound and Revd Elaine is happy to visit anyone in hospital or who would like home communion. Please inform Revd Elaine if you know of anyone in any of these situations who would like a visit. 

To receive the Pew Sheet by e-mail, send an e-mail to polly.ryder@hotmail.co.uk with ‘send pew sheet’ in the subject
Otherwise download from http://www.ainsworthparish.org.uk/pewsheets.html
	Collects

	Common Worship

Gracious Father,

you gave up your Son

out of love for the world:

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,

that we may know eternal peace

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
	Book of Common Prayer

WE beseech thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon thy people; that by thy great goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Christ Church Ainsworth               

‘Celebrating, encouraging, proclaiming and supporting faith, hope and love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord...’
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