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May 6th – The Sixth Sunday of Easter
A very warm welcome to everyone joining in worship here today.

Large print versions of the Order of Service are available at the back of church
A loop system is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. Please switch it to ‘T’. Please switch off mobile phones.

Parents with young children: don’t worry if your child makes a noise during the service – we don’t mind!

If it helps, there are some books, toys and ‘busy bags’ suitable for young children at the back of church. 
	6th May

The Sixth Sunday of Easter

(The Fifth Sunday After Easter)

[White]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. Readings (p142) James 1.22-end; John 16.23b-end (MV)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers JJ 

Communion Hymns: 113, 126
Readings: Acts 10.44-48 (AB); 1 John 5.1-6 (AG); John 15.9-17

	
	6:30pm
	Evening Prayer: Psalms 45. (pg 402)
Readings: James 1.22-end; John 16.23b-end (AH)

	Tuesday
	12 noon
	Funeral of Marjorie Nurney at Blackley Crematorium

	 Wednesday
	2:30pm
	Church open for personal prayer

	Thursday

Ascension Day
	7:30pm
	Holy Communion 

	Saturday
	11:00am
	Spring Fair in ACCH

	13th May

The Seventh Sunday of Easter

(The Sunday After Ascension Day)

[White]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. Readings (p146) 1 Peter 4.7-11; John 15.26-16.4a (BA)

	
	10:30am
	Parade & Family Service 
Reading:  John 17.6-19 (Guides)
Followed by Coffee Morning on behalf of Scouts for Switzerland  

	
	6:15pm
	Hymns Old & New A joint service at Ainsworth Methodists to celebrate their Sunday School anniversary.


FOR OUR PRAYERS this week we pray for:
The Church: Our Bishops (David, Mark and Mark), our Archdeacon (Jean), our ministry team, our PCC, our Churchwardens (Lillian and Alison). That others from within our fellowship will answer God’s call to Ordained, ALM or Reader ministry. That all of us might deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Mission: We pray for those who have yet to encounter the love of God in Jesus Christ, that they will respond to his call to follow him. We pray that we will grow numerically, in faith and in discipleship, that all of us might be good witnesses to the love of Christ in our day-to-day lives, that we will have confidence to share the good news of Jesus Christ and that our footprint in the community might grow. We pray for our uniformed organisations, ABC, and Sunday School and their leaders. We pray that ‘Coffee & Conversation’ will continue to be successful and Messy Church will grow. We ask for discernment as we implement our Mission Action Plan. 

Our finances: Success as we begin to apply for grants, engage in fund raising and seek voluntary contributions to cover the cost of essential building work. That we can afford to pay for a better sound system. For a future when we will have sufficient to cover the cost of ministry within this parish and can afford to properly finance mission.
Our families, friends and local community: Those facing financial or other difficulties. The lonely or homeless. Those struggling with addiction. Those who care for the frail and sick. Residents of Browns Road.        
Our nation & the world: The Queen, the Government, our councillors and our MP (Ivan Lewis). Those affected by war, conflict and terrorism. 

Those in need: Those being cared for in local hospitals, hospices and nursing homes. The sick, especially for Jacqueline Livsey, Susie Martin, Carmel Barnes, Stella Burkey and Louise Singleton. 

The bereaved: All who have lost a loved one, especially the family and friends of Marjorie Nurney.  Trusting in God, may they find healing, peace, strength and courage to face the future. 

 “The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)
NOTICES –  6th May 2018
· ‘Ainsworth Community Coffee and Conversation’, this Tuesday at Ainsworth Church and Community Hall from 10.30am to 12 noon, with coffee, tea, toast and biscuits- £1. Also, a Book Stall (50p donation with proceeds to Bury Hospice). Coffee and Conversation is on the second Tuesday of every month.  “A cup of coffee shared with others is happiness tasted and time well spent’’ 
· Spring Fair this Saturday (12th May) – the Social Committee are asking for volunteers to man a stall, or better still to take responsibility for running a stall – there is no financial commitment it just means doing any pre-fair organisation needed, setting up the stall, arranging for it to be manned and being responsible for clearing up afterwards (this can be done by an individual or several people together).  If you feel you can help, please see a member of the Social Committee

· Plants are required for sale at the Spring Fair –  an ideal opportunity to help raise funds if you are sorting out your garden this Easter. Can you please make sure they are potted and labelled though. Plants can be brought to the churchyard gardening group from 9:30am to 11:30am on Wednesday mornings or to the Church Hall from 6:30pm to 7:30pm on the day before the fair. Donations of wrapped sweets (by Wednesday please) would also be appreciated.

· The Confirmation Service is likely to be on Sunday 15th July (we are still trying to finalise our booking). In the meantime, the ‘Confirmation Camp’ for those in year 6 and above is scheduled for 9th June and the adult Confirmation course will run weekly, commencing on Friday 18th May (7.30pm). (NB only those who regularly attend Sunday School or worship regularly at Christ Church are eligible to be confirmed). We shall be using Alpha for the adult course. This course is ideal for anyone wishing to explore the basics of the Christian faith so, even if you have been confirmed already or do not wish to be confirmed, you are welcome to attend. Please register by email to: vicar@ainsworthparish.org.uk.
· Church Building Project - for our first fundraising effort we're teaming up with Turton Rotary Club to support their annual Duck Race. The race will take place on Saturday 10th June at Bradshaw Brook, tickets cost £1 each - available in church, from any member of the fundraising team or by contacting Alison Hartley (07952-709041), the 1st prize is £1,000! 

· Coming soon ... Kids Design A Logo Competition - We've come up with a great name for the church building project - 'The Christ Church Challenge' - what we need now is a logo that represents our church / village; the winning logo will be used on our facebook and twitter sites, plus on all leaflets and letters; the winner will also receive a prize. Watch this space for more details of how to enter.

· Fundraising Ideas - The fundraising team have come up with some great fundraising ideas, but we'd really like as many people as possible to get involved in this project. If you have any fundraising ideas, suggestions or 'hidden talents' that may help us, we'd love to hear from you - speak to any of our clergy or church wardens, or simply jot it down & place it in the 'Ideas Box' at the back of church.

· The Methodist Sunday School Anniversary Service is at 6.15pm on Sunday 13th May. Everyone is invited (there will be no evening service here). If you would like to choose a hymn, contact Mike Bainbridge on 0161 761 5083 or via mail@ainsworthmethodist.org.uk
· Thy Kingdom Come is the Archbishops of Canterbury and York’s initiative to encourage congregations to pray between Ascension Day and Pentecost for Church growth. As part of this initiative, we are holding a prayer meeting in Church on Wednesday 16th May at 7.30pm. Please come along and support this important event.
· Churchyard Enforcement Update: Regulations issued by the Chancellor govern the items that may legally be placed on graves within our Churchyard and we have no discretion in this. A summary of the restrictions can be found at http://ainsworthparish.org.uk/churchyard.html. The Diocese has reminded us that we have a duty to enforce the Regulations and so we have begun the process of doing this. Relevant officials at the Diocese have been consulted, and we await their instructions regarding the removal of non-compliant items from graves. In the meantime, there is still an opportunity for relatives to retrieve non-compliant items themselves. 
· Ainsworth History Society AGM this Tuesday at 7:45pm, followed by this month’s meeting at 8:00pm in the White Horse – all welcome. 
To receive the Pew Sheet by e-mail, send an e-mail to polly.ryder@hotmail.co.uk with ‘send pew sheet’ in the subject
Otherwise download from http://www.ainsworthparish.org.uk/pewsheets.html
	Collects

	Common Worship

Risen Christ,

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples:

help your Church to obey your command

and draw the nations to the fire of your love,

to the glory of God the Father.   Amen.
	Book of Common Prayer

O LORD, from whom all good things do come: Grant to us thy humble servants, that by thy holy inspiration we may think those things that be good, and by thy merciful guiding may perform the same; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Christ Church Ainsworth               

‘Celebrating, encouraging, proclaiming and supporting faith, hope and love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord...’
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