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December 30th – The First Sunday of Christmas 
A very warm welcome to everyone joining in worship here today.

Large print versions of the Order of Service are available at the back of church

A loop system is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. Please switch it to ‘T’. Please switch off mobile phones.

Parents with young children: don’t worry if your child makes a noise during the service – we don’t mind!

If it helps, there are some books, toys and ‘busy bags’ suitable for young children at the back of church. 

	30th December

The First Sunday    of Christmas
(The Sunday after Christmas Day) 

[W]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. Readings (p61) Galatians 4.1-7; Matthew 1.18-21 (JW)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers Clergy 

Communion Hymns: 1, 19
Readings: 1 Samuel 2.18-20,26 (AB); Colossians 3.12-17 (PH); Luke 2.41-52

Followed by refreshments

	Wednesday
	2:30pm
	Church open for personal prayer

	
	6:15pm
	Mid-Week Praise

	Friday
	7:30pm
	“First Friday” at the Vicarage

Chat, Bible reflection and prayer (with pizza & wine/fruit juice)

	6th January

The Epiphany
 [W ]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. 
Readings (p65) Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12 (MV)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers GW 

Communion Hymns: TBC
Readings: Isaiah 60.1-6 (CM); Ephesians 3.1-12 (RC); Matthew 2.1-12

	
	6:30pm
	Evening Prayer: Psalm 98 (pg 471)
Readings: Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12 (CH)


FOR OUR PRAYERS this week we pray for:

The Church: Our Bishops, Archdeacon, ministry team, PCC, and Churchwardens. That all of us might deepen our relationship with Jesus. That others from our congregation will answer God’s call to Ordained, ALM or Reader ministry. That attendance at ‘Mid-Week Praise’ will continue grow. That Asia Bibi and her family will be kept safe.
Mission: God to bless us with revival in this land, that we will grow numerically, in faith and discipleship, that all of us might be good witnesses to the love of Christ in our day-to-day lives, that we will have confidence to share the good news of Jesus Christ and that our footprint in the community might grow. We pray for our uniformed organisations, ABC, and Sunday School and their leaders. A new leader for the 12th Radcliffe Rainbows to come forward.
Our finances: God’s blessing and overwhelming provision to cover the cost of essential building work, a better sound system and so that we have enough to properly finance mission and evangelism in this parish. Also, success as we apply for grants, engage in fund raising and seek voluntary contributions. 

Our families, friends and local community: Those facing financial or other difficulties. The lonely or homeless. Those struggling with addiction. Those who care for the frail and sick. Residents of Knowsley Road.
Our nation & the world: The Queen, the Government, our councillors and our MP. Those affected by war, conflict and terrorism.
Those in need: The sick, including those being cared for in local hospitals, hospices and nursing homes. Especially Margaret Turner, Jacqueline Livesey, Stella Burkey, and Louise Singleton.
The bereaved: All who have lost loved ones. Trusting in God, may they find healing, peace, strength and courage to face the future. 
 “The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)
NOTICES – 30th December 2018 
· Refreshments: Please join us at the end of the 10:30 service for tea/coffee/soft drink, mince pies, biscuits etc
· ‘First Fridays’:  Whether you have been before or are new to this, you are invited to join us for some pizza, a glass of wine (or juice if preferred), chat, Bible reflection and prayer this Friday - and the first Friday of each month - at 7.30pm at the vicarage. If possible, let Revd Dave know if you plan to attend (especially if you have any dietary requirements), though this is not essential, and you can just turn up,   
· Christmas Fair Raffle: if you have orange ticket 558 or 891, you have won a prize. Contact the Vicar to collect.

· £2 Challenge - A huge thank you to all who took part in our £2 Challenge and have been busily fundraising - the amount raised so far is just over £600! 

· Buy A Brick – As part of our fundraising we've had some fabulous foamex images of our lovely church produced - for a suggested minimum £5 donation you could 'buy a brick’, helping us to complete the foamex images which we hope will form a lasting display within our church. The individual bricks are large enough to be inscribed with a name or short message if required. Forms are available in church, simply place the completed form in the box in church along with your donation.
· Magazine Adverts.  We have some space available for new adverts in next year’s magazine. If you have a business or know someone who could benefit from some economical advertising, please contact June Brooks at june1727@yahoo.com or call 01204 527244.
· Rainbow Leader urgently needed – Amy, the current leader of 12th Radcliffe Rainbows (based here in Ainsworth), has stepped down and unless a new leader can be found (to work with the other leaders) then, sadly, the unit will not re-open in January.  If you feel you may be able to volunteer to help and want further details, then, on a no commitment basis, email the Division Commissioners at burysouthdivision@gmail.com 
· There is to be a meeting at St Margaret's Vicarage on Wednesday 9 January at 7.30 for anyone interested in exploring how we can support mental health in the deanery or has skills that could be shared.
· New neighbours? Give them a parish magazine (free). The Vicar is also willing to bless their new home (providing they live in our parish).

· Church Flowers: we need a volunteer to take over arranging the Church flowers from Marilyn. Marilyn has indicated that she wishes to step down in May 2019 and has given a year's notice so that her replacement can learn the ropes. Please speak to the Vicar if you are interested in taking on this important role
· The 2019 Church Diaries are at the back of the Church. Yours for a donation to the Building Fund.
· Churchyard Enforcement Update: Regulations issued by the Chancellor govern the items that may legally be placed on graves within our Churchyard and we have no discretion in this. A summary of the restrictions can be found at http://ainsworthparish.org.uk/churchyard.html. The Diocese has reminded us that we have a duty to enforce the Regulations and so we have begun the process of doing this. In the meantime, there is still an opportunity for relatives to retrieve non-compliant items themselves. 
· The Pastoral Visiting Team visits the frail and housebound and Revd Elaine is happy to visit anyone in hospital or who would like home communion. Please inform Revd Elaine if you know of anyone in any of these situations who would like a visit. 

· The Prayer Chain: Prayer requests may be submitted to June Hayes (0161 797 8114) or if she is unavailable, to Jennifer White (0161 723 5537). Please note that, unless renewed, prayer requests will be removed after three months. 
· Prayer: One way of praying is to write a short prayer and hang it on the Prayer Tree (next to the pulpit). The Holy Spirit knows exactly what is in your heart, so these do not need to be masterpieces of prose! Cryptic prayers will do! Please date them as we will remove them after two months (simply re-date your prayer before the end of two months if you want it to stay up longer). 

· The Church and Community Hall is available for private bookings at very reasonable rates. Please ring Geoff Hampson on 07910 817577 or see www.ainsworthchurchandcommunityhall.co.uk for details.
To receive the Pew Sheet by e-mail, send an e-mail to polly.ryder@hotmail.co.uk with ‘send pew sheet’ in the subject
Otherwise download from http://www.ainsworthparish.org.uk/pewsheets.html
	Collects

	Common Worship

God in Trinity,

eternal unity of perfect love:

gather the nations to be one family,

and draw us into your holy life

through the birth of Emmanuel,

our Lord Jesus Christ.    Amen.
	Book of Common Prayer

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and as at this time to be born of a pure Virgin: Grant that we being regenerate, and made thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, ever one God, world without end.  Amen.
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Christ Church Ainsworth               

‘Celebrating, encouraging, proclaiming and supporting faith, hope and love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord...’
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