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Sundays 

¶ 8am 2nd & 4th Sundays in church for BCP Communion 

¶ 10.30am in church for Communion / Family Service 

¶ 6.30pm 1st Sundays in church for BCP Evening Prayer 

Wednesdays 

¶ 6.30pm in church for Mid-Week Praise 

 

 

The Prayer Book Society also lists some churches livestreaming BCP 
services: https://www.pbs.org.uk/churches-and-services/-1 
 

Front Cover  
 

Throughout 2023 our front cover artwork is being provided courtesy of 
members of our Mid-Week Praise congregation. This monthôs cover 
artist is Beth Cropper, aged 5 years. 

Here are some more fabulous pictures of óGodôs Wonderful Worldô. 

     

Artists (from left to right): Emmy Wood, Eleanor Hession, Lily-May 
Sowden, Jessica Sowden, Elsie Cropper 
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Parish Diary July 2023 
 

July - Sun 2nd THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

     6.30pm         BCP Evensong & Holy Communion 

(Please note that due to the IronMan event  
and associated road closures, there will be 
no morning service this Sunday) 

Weds 5th 6.30pm         Mid-Week Praise 

Sun 9th      THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   

   8:00am         BCP Communion        

 10:30am         Holy Communion 

 12.15pm         Baptism of Willow Speakman 

Weds 12th 6.30pm       Mid-Week Praise 

Sat 15th    3.00pm        Marriage of Chantelle Marie Waring &  
    Robert Francis Hodderson 

Sun 16th     THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

  10.30am         Holy Communion  

Weds 19th6.30pm         Mid-Week Praise 

Fri 21st     9.00am         School Leavers Service 

Sun 23rd      THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   

    8:00am  BCP Communion        

   10:30am Holy Communion 

     6.30pm Confirmation Service 

Weds 26th 6.30pm        Wild Worship! Outdoor Family Worship 

Sun 30th THE EIGHT SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
       10:30am Holy Communion 

August 

Weds 2nd  6.30pm        Wild Worship! Outdoor Family Worship 

Sat 5th       1.15pm        Marriage of Jodie Simone Gillman &  

     Michael Robert Chilton  

Sun.  6th      THE NINTH SUNDAY OF TRINITY 

   10:30am  Holy Communion 

   12.30pm         Baptism of Ellanor Dunn 

     6.30pm         BCP Evening Prayer  
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Interregnum Update  

 

The end of June marked the end of our first quarter year of 
interregnum ï how time flies! 

A huge thank you to everyone who has worked so hard over these 
past few months, to enable us to not only sustain our regular activities 

and Services, but to be able to do so many additional things as well. 

Whilst June has definitely been a quieter month in terms of there 
having been no major festivals, a huge amount of work is still going on 
behind the scenes to ensure that óour boat stays afloat!ô 

Following on from the APCM, our Parish Finance Return must be 
prepared and submitted, our óEnergy Footprintô must be calculated 
and uploaded, the Diocesan Safeguarding questionnaire must be 
filed; now that the Vicarage has been vacated, the PCC are required 
to carry out regular checks on the building, liaise with the Diocesan 
Property Advisor, contact the utility providers; meetings must be held, 
minutes, actions and follow up compiled; and all thatôs before we even 
begin to think about the planning and preparation that goes into 

worship and ministry within our Parish!  

The saying is that ñteamwork makes the dream workò, and thankfully 
our team continues to pull together; we are able to pool our 
knowledge, our experience and our individual skills to ensure that all 
the boxes are ticked, the iôs are dotted and the tôs are crossed ï and 
long may that continue. 

Alison Hartley ï Churchwarden (on behalf of the PCC) 

Editorôs Spot é 
 

   Welcome to the July 2023 edition of Christ Church Ainsworth Parish 
Magazine which is, as always, full of interesting articles, events and 
updates.   

      A number of our regular reports and articles now include photos ï 
the wonders of modern technology are seemingly endless ï which is a 
great addition to the magazine, not only in terms of the enjoyment of 
current readers, but also in terms of creating a lasting record of life in 

our Parish in 2023. 

      As we move into July and the holiday season approaches, our 
uniformed organisations will be taking a well-earned rest, but thereôs 
still plenty of exciting things going on in and around our village; 
Ainsworth Village Day is fast approaching, óWild Worshipô launches on 
Wednesday 26th July, to name but a few. Make sure you keep an eye 
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on the Parish Diary / Pew Sheet to keep up to date, or for those who 
are more ótech-savvyô check out our facebook page or website ï both 
of which are now being regularly updated.     

      If you have an article that youôd like to be included in the Parish 
Magazine, or if your group / organisation is holding an event that 
youôd like us to publicise, please get in touch via 
ainsworthparishmagazine@gmail.com  

      Enjoy this monthôs magazine and do your best to support the 
many things that are going on within our Church and wider community 
this month - Alison                                                                                                                                     
 

From The Registers 
 

BAPTISMS We welcome into the family of God: 
May 7th  
FUNERALS 
May 18th   

Eloise Booth 
We commend to Godôs keeping: 
Amanda Freeman 
  

Flower Rota 

 

2nd  July Mrs. J. Bowden 
9th   July Mrs. G. Hampson 
23rd July     Mrs. J. Ainsworth 
 

Whit Gathering 
 

In spite of an uncertain weather forecast, the day of our Whit 
Gathering dawned bright and sunny; if anything, a little too warm! 
It was fantastic to see so many members of our congregation, 
uniformed organisations, and wider community coming together to 
enjoy this occasion.  
A huge thank you must go to members of the Farnworth & Walkden 
Brass Band, for accompanying us so ably, in spite of the heat, and 
also to the Friends of The Delph team, who provided much needed 
refreshments. 

   
Photos courtesy of Ruth Coyle. 
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EcoChurch 

 

Eco Church Top Tip for July: 

Help hedgehogs in hot weather. Hedgehogs particularly need 
help in a heatwave, as their usual prey of slugs, snails and worms are 
often unavailable. Leaving out a juicy snack, such as mealworms or 
canned dog food, can help in sustained warm weather. If you have a 
garden pond, ensure thereôs always a way for hedgehogs (and other 
small mammals) to climb out if they fall in. 
 

Churches Count On Nature: 

On a glorious Saturday morning early in June, a small group of 
intrepid volunteers gathered in the Churchyard to undertake our very 
first nature count. This exercise was supported by volunteers from the 
Woodland Trust, and formed part of a national initiative called 
óChurches Count On Natureô, which aims to determine the biodiversity 
present in the nationôs churchyards; in many urban communities, the 
Churchyard is the only unchanged green space remaining. 

During the course of the morning 93 different species were identified 
in our Churchyard, although there are undoubtedly more (especially 
insects)! The breakdown was as follows: 

¶ 15 trees 

¶ 4 shrubs 

¶ 51 flowering plants 

¶ 7 grasses 

¶ 1 fern 

¶ 5 insects 

¶ 10 birds 

Among the birds were the expected robins, blackbirds and magpies, 
and also wrens, nuthatches, great and blue tits. 
Insects included speckled wood and common blue butterflies. 
Trees included oak, beech, horse chestnut and small leaved lime. 
Shrubs included honeysuckle, and there were also grasses such as 
cocksfoot and flowering plants such as wood avens, forget me nots, 
bluebells and red campion to name but a few. 
All identifications have been passed to óCaring for Godôs Acreô and 
people are invited to submit any further churchyard identifications 
directly to them, preferably through use of the free phone app 
iNaturalist. 
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Many thanks to Peter Holden for organising this event for us, and to 
the volunteers from Woodland Trust for their support. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Just A Thought 
 

Nature does not hurry, and yet everything is accomplished. 

ééééééééé. 
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Summer Of Prayer  
 

Prayer is the way in which we communicate with God, both talking to 
and listening to God, and being open to the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.  

Throughout the coming months our Church, our Mission Community 
and our Diocese will be encouraging people to get involved with a 
variety of different prayer initiatives:  

Christ Church Ainsworth Praying Together  

Whether or not you are able to come to Church regularly, each and 
every one of us can play our part in the life of our Church and 
community by praying. Each week weôll be putting together a list of 
óprayer pointersô to guide our prayers for the coming week, weôll be 
emailing it out, uploading it to our website and also leaving some 
copies in church. Please join us as we pray together. To receive a 
copy of the prayer sheet, please send an email to 
ainsworthnewsletter2023@gmail.com  

Prayer Tree  

Donôt forget that anyone can place a prayer on the prayer tree in 
Church; simply write your prayer on one of the labels provided and 
hang it onto the tree; prayers are generally removed after 2 months, 
so please write a date on your label. 

Private Prayer   

Our Church is now open for private prayer on Wednesday afternoons 
between 2.30 and 4pm. Please feel free to call in for a few moments 
of calm and tranquillity. 
Many thanks to our volunteer óChurch Sittersô, who have made it 
possible for us to offer this opportunity once more. 

Candlelight Prayer  

This is an oasis of calm to help you to round off a busy week. Why not 
join us for 10 minutes of quiet prayer and reflection each Friday at 
8pm on Zoom. Simply click the link below to join in, or for more info 
contact Alison on 07952-709041  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88510585974?pwd=QUdYYjN6bDFoakxpZ

nBoY2ZDMUFoZz09  

Manchester Diocese Transforming Prayer Community  

This diocesan initiative seeks to connect and reconnect us with a 
simple vocation to pray. All you are asked to do is make a daily 
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commitment to say The Lordôs Prayer, The Diocesan Prayer of 
Thanksgiving and Hope, and a prayer for your local area. To join in 
simply sign up online. 

Circle Of Prayer 

There are many different ways of praying; next time you visit our 
Church, why not write a short prayer on 1 of the stones that youôll find 
in the Church porch, then add it to the line of óPrayer Rocksô which are 
already snaking their way around the inside of the Church; help us to 

create a ócircle of prayerô that reaches all the way round our Church. 

 
Porch Boxes ï An Update On Our Local Charity  
 

ñFrom Little acorns do mighty oak trees grow.ò 

Little did Revd. Carol Hayden, a curate at Christ 
Church Ainsworth in the early 2000s, realise when 
she asked her neighbours to put food tins in her porch to give out to 
local homeless people, that the charity she founded, would grow to 
become a local, very large, efficient and much needed social service 
covering Bury and Rochdale. 

Here are some relevant and amazing facts about the charity, taken 
from their annual report and accounts in March 2022. 

¶ Every Wednesday morning at the warehouse on Bradley Fold 
Trading Estate, 80 to 100 bags / boxes are packed and 
delivered by volunteers.  

¶ People do not queue up at the warehouse to receive food; the 
packs are taken for vulnerable people in crisis, to the referral 
agencies, who then distribute them as necessary. 

¶ In 2022 there were 84 agencies requesting help. 

There are many reasons why this charity has become so firmly 
established and why desperate people need such practical help.  

¶ Increased energy bills and the cost of living crisis 

¶ Difficulties with the benefits system 

¶ Leaving hospital with no outside assistance 

¶ Illness and bereavement 

¶ Rough sleeping 

¶ Unemployment 
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¶ Addiction 

¶ Difficult home circumstances. 

The list is endless. 
From the beginning of January 2022 to the end of March 2022, Porch 
Boxes delivered 1,117 crisis food packs and 665 Easter eggs to the 
social agencies to pass on to hungry, vulnerable families. 

Christmas deliveries included 132 hampers for families and 168 for 
individual people.103 schools, churches, supermarkets and other 
organisations donated food and other goods. Many individual people 
also gave both goods and money, some sadly leaving no name so 
they cannot be thanked individually. Generous financial donations 
help the charity to purchase other much needed goods such as 
toiletries, cots, prams, beds and bedding. 

Parishioners from Christ Church Ainsworth have regularly sent 
financial aid, and the Treasurer of Porch Boxes would particularly like 
to thank those people. 
Sadly, the demand for support from this and other similar local 
charities remains at an all-time high, and the work of this very 

important and much needed charity continues apace. 

Our congregation still puts dried and tinned food in the bins situated in 
the Church porch. The goods are still taken to the warehouse (thanks 
to Jan B, this was able to continue in spite of the COVID-19 

lockdown). 

When you come to any of our Church Services, please remember that 
é A TIN IN THE BIN é can make a real difference to a vulnerable 
adult, child or family in Bury! 
Thank you - Christine Maudsley 
 

News From The Diocese - Appointments 
 

Following Archdeacon Jean Burgessôs resignation, Revd Cannon Dr 
Rachel Mann has been appointed as the new Archdeacon of Bolton 
and Salford. 

The Revd Dr. Matthew Porter was consecrated to be the sixth Bishop 
of Bolton, at York Minster in June 2023. Matthew succeeds the Rt 
Revd Mark Ashcroft, who retired as Bishop of Bolton earlier this year. 
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Online Giving 
 

Thanks to the wonders of modern technology, we are now able to 
accept online donations to support the work of our church. 

Online giving is done via a website called óGive A Littleô; you can 
access our page by clicking on the following link: 
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/4e852de9-3667-426f-ae72-
1747784eda0c 

Or by scanning the following QR code with your mobile phone: 
 
Once youôve done that, choose the amount 
you wish to donate ï the suggested options 
are £5, £10, £20 or £50, but there is also an 
option to click and choose your own amount.  
Next, simply follow the on screen instructions - 
fill in your personal details, (if you are a tax 
payer you can choose to add Gift Aid to 
increase your donation), then enter your card 

details. When youôre finished, youôll get a óThank Youô message on 
screen and you can request a receipt via email for your own records ï 
simple! 

 
Mission Community Prayer 
 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church 

In the burning fire of your love, 

We lift before you the churches of our mission community and the 

communities where we live and serve you. 

Grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of your gospel, 

Bearing with one another in love as You build us together into one 

community. 

Always abiding in You, may we be found steadfast in faith and active 

in service. 

Open our eyes to see the opportunities you have prepared for us to 

work together in mission in new ways; 

Through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen 
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Mission Community News ï Prayer Walk 2023 
 

Following a few days of unsettled weather, the day of the Mission 
Community Prayer Walk dawned bright and dry, with just enough of a 
breeze to keep the flies away and prevent overheating! 

The plan for the day was that each congregation would hold a Celtic 
Morning Prayer Service in their own Church, before setting off to walk 
to St. Thomas & St. John, Radcliffe, meeting up with members of 
other Churches along the route. 

After a really lovely morning prayer service, (followed by tea, coffee 
and cakes), 4 intrepid walkers set off from Ainsworth. The original 
plan was for Ainsworth ówalkersô to head up the main road to meet up 
with walkers from Christ Church Walshaw, at the Rose & Crown, 
however, having received a ótip offô that there would be no-one 
walking the whole route from Walshaw, we decided that we would 
head off down Ainsworth Hall Road and Radcliffe Moor Road, to allow 
us to walk through the Bury New Road and Bradley Fold part of our 
Parish. This also meant that we walked along footpaths and tracks 
between the fields for the first part of our route ï an absolute joy on 
such a glorious morning. 

As well as praying for our village and local community, plus the 
various communities that we passed through, we were reminded at 
first hand of how wonderful the world around us is; sightings en route 
included a Moorhen Chick on the pond at Ainsworth Hall, various 
birds, butterflies and bees, plus a real treat as we watched a Roe 
Deer cross the field next to Radcliffe Moor Road and disappear into 

the greenery near the Masonic Hall. 

Moving steadily on towards Radcliffe, we were all beginning to feel a 
bit warm and weary as the breeze dropped and the temperature crept 
up, but arrived safely at St. Thomas & St. John, Radcliffe in good time 

for the Service of Holy Communion led by Bishop Mark. 

It was lovely to be able to come together and share this Service with 
others from our Mission Community, and so nice that, through the 
various joint initiatives that have been held, we are all beginning to get 

to know one another. 

A huge thank you to all who took part in this shared venture - those 
who joined us for Morning Prayer, those who walked, and those who 
we met up with at St. Thomas & St. John. Thanks, must also go to 
Revd. Donna Williams, our Mission Community Leader, for organising 
this event and chivvying us all along to ómake it happenô. 
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Why not join us for é 

Family fr iendly outdoor 

worship 

in our lovely c hurchyard  this 

summer  

Wednesdays @ 6.30pm 

Starts Weds 26 th  July  

Come along & join th e fun!!  
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Candlel ight  Pray er   

 

An oasis of calm at the e nd of a busy week; 

why not join  us fo r 10 minutes of quiet prayer  and 

ref lection , each Friday at 8pm on Zoom. 

Simply click the foll owing link  to join i n: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88510585974?pwd=QUdYYjN6bDFo
akxpZnBoY2ZDMUFoZz09 

 

Or  for m ore info contac t Alison  on 07952 -7090 41 

 

òAs the sh adows begin to  lengthen, be guided by the  

light that shines withi n you.ó 
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Coff ee and  Conv er sat i on  
 

Tuesday 11th July 

10.30 ï 12 noon 
Ainsworth Church and Community Hall 

 
òA cup of coffee shared with others 

Is happin ess shared and time well  spent.ó 
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Ainsworth Village Bake Off Is Back!! 

Ainsworth is looking for a Star Baker  

Bring your bakes along to this yearôs Village Day and be in 

with a chance of being crowned Star Baker!  
 

We have 2 categories and all cakes will be judged on both taste 
and design! 

 Under 16 - Cake Bakes 

 Over 16 - Cake Bakes   
 

Simply take your cakes to our cake stand at the Village Day by 
1pm to complete your entry form and for judging! 

Once theyôve been judged, the cakes will be donated to the 
Village Day for sale on the day! 

We canôt wait to see your wonderful creations, but  remember é  

Itôs the baking part that counts!! 

 

  

 

 
 


