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1st March – The First Sunday Of Lent 
A very warm welcome to everyone joining in worship here today
.Large print versions of the Order of Service are available at the back of church
A loop system is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. Please switch it to ‘T’. Please switch off mobile phones. 
Parents with young children: don’t worry if your child makes a noise during the service – we don’t mind! 
If it helps, there are some books, toys and ‘busy bags’ suitable for young children at the back of church. 

	1st March
The First Sunday    of Lent
(The First Sunday    in Lent)
[Purple]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. 

Readings (p86) 2 Corinthians 6.1-10; Matthew 4.1-11 (MV)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers PH
Communion Hymns: 91, 17             

Readings: Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7 (RC); Romans 5.12-19 (GW); Matthew 4.1-11

	
	1:00pm
	Interment of Joan Howarth’s Ashes

	
	6:30pm
	Evening Prayer: Psalm 50.1-15. (pg 407)
Readings: 2 Corinthians 6.1-10; Matthew 4.1-11 (AH)

	Tuesday
	7:30pm
	Lent Devotional

	Wednesday
	2:30pm
	Church open for personal prayer

	
	6:15pm
	Mid-Week Praise

	Friday
	7:30pm
	“First Friday” at the Vicarage

Chat, Bible reflection and prayer (with pizza & wine/fruit juice)

	8th March
The Second Sunday    of Lent
(The Second Sunday in Lent)
[Purple]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. 

Readings (p88) 1 Thessalonians 4.1-8; Matthew 15.21-28 (TBD)

	
	10:30am
	Parade & Family Service
Reading:  John 3.1-17 (Scout Group)
Followed by the interment of Alec Marshall’s Ashes 

	
	6:30pm
	Holy Communion. 

Readings (p88) 1 Thessalonians 4.1-8; Matthew 15.21-28 (TBD)


FOR OUR PRAYERS this week we pray for:

The Church: Our Bishops, ministry team, PCC, Churchwarden and especially our Archdeacon Jean as she prepares to also take responsibility for the Salford Archdeaconry. That all of us might deepen our relationship with Jesus. That others from our congregation will answer God’s call to Ordained, ALM or Reader ministry. That attendance at ‘Mid-Week Praise’ will continue grow and attendance at our other services will also grow. 
Mission: God to bless us with revival in this land, that we will grow in faith and discipleship, that all of us might be good witnesses to the love of Christ in our day-to-day lives, that we will have confidence to share the good news of Jesus Christ and that our footprint in the community might grow. We pray for our uniformed organisations, ABC, and Sunday School and their leaders. New leaders for the 12th Radcliffe Rainbows, and a Parish Secretary to come forward. Porch Boxes as they support those in need.
Our finances: With joy and thankful hearts for answered prayers, we pray that God will continue to bless us with the funding needed to cover our needs, such as a better sound system and so that we have enough to properly finance mission and evangelism in this parish. 
Our families, friends and local community: Those facing financial or other difficulties. The lonely or homeless. Those struggling with addiction. Those who care for the frail and sick. Residents of the surrounding communities of Bradshaw and Harwood, Breightmet, Bury and Radcliffe.

Our nation & the world: The Queen, the Government, our councillors and MP. 

Those in need: Those around the world infected by the Coronavirus, and those who care for them. The sick, and those being cared for in local hospitals, hospices and nursing homes. Deborah Sandercock-Pickles, Margaret Turner, Jacqueline Livsey, Stella Burkey and Louise Singleton.






The bereaved: All who have lost loved ones, especially the family and friends of Joan Howarth whose ashes are to be interred later today. Trusting in God, may they find healing, peace, strength and courage to face the future. 
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)
Lent 2020 - Pointing to and reflecting Jesus together!
This Lent, in collaboration with neighbouring parishes, we are offering the following: 

· Hebrews... it's all about Jesus at the Victoria, Walshaw, 10-11am Saturday mornings until 4th April. An informal and relaxed Lent Course.

· Lent Night Prayer at Christ Church Ainsworth 7.30pm Tuesday evenings, 3rd to 31st March (plus Monday to Wednesday of Holy week). A time for reflection and prayer.

· Lent Lunch at St Andrew's Radcliffe, 12-1pm Wednesdays 4th March to 8th April for soup, bread and a walk through the passion story. (£1 donation towards lunch optional.)

NOTICES – 1st March 
· Coronavirus: Bishop David has issued the following guidance:
· Anyone with coughs and sneezes should refrain from handshaking during the Peace and should receive Communion in one kind (i.e. the bread) only.
· Intinction (i.e. dipping the bread in the wine) is not an alternative because the practice is unhygienic and increases the risk of spreading infection.
· Hand-sanitisers should be made available for congregational use.
· Before handling the elements, Priests presiding at the Eucharist and Eucharistic Assistants should wash their hands, preferably with an alcohol-based hand-sanitiser.
Bishop David makes the point that these things represent best practice and should be followed anyway.

· Magazine: Starting in April, we’ll be including a children’s section in our Parish Magazine. We’d like to include a colourful picture on the front page each month, so if any of or younger members enjoy colouring in, why not grab a picture from near the font, do your best and put it in the 'Little Fishes' box at the back of Church. The best picture will go on the front page of the first edition. Closing date today. Don’t forget to put your name on 
· Ainsworth History Society is meeting tomorrow at 8:00pm in the Unitarian School Room Knowsley Road 
· ‘First Fridays’:  Whether you have been before or are new to this, you are invited to join us for some pizza, a glass of wine (or juice if preferred), chat, Bible reflection and prayer this Friday - and the first Friday of each month - at 7.30pm at the vicarage. If possible, let Revd Dave know if you plan to attend (especially if you have any dietary requirements), though this is not essential, and you can just turn up.   
· Quiz Night –  The Church Hall Committee are holding a Quiz Night on Saturday 14th March to raise funds towards an improved Church sound system – which, if you’ve sat through crackly sermons, waited while the clergy swap mikes and seen the problems using CDs in services, weddings and funerals, you’ll know needs improving urgently!  Tickets cost £5 per person, including a hot-pot supper and can be obtained from the back of Church or from Jan (Text: 07950 960468). Doors open at 7pm and quiz starts at 7:30 (teams of up to 6).
· Lent: A few minutes of quiet each day and especially during Lent can help to draw us back to the truths of Easter. The Bible Reading Fellowship publish several books each year for Lent, to help us focus and draw closer to the meaning of the most important Christian festival. These range from the words of the Celtic saints to others based on modern life and are available online, on Kindle or as a traditional book. Explore their website at brfonline.org.uk or contact Jane Lord 0161 764 1551
· Annual Reports: please would organisation leaders arrange for their annual reports to be sent by email to the Vicar by 17th March. Thankyou. 
· Family Race Night: Church Hall, Saturday 20th June 2020.  Tickets £6 for adults, £4.50 for 12 and under include a supper.  To book tickets they can use https://tinyurl.com/vkftlce or can email  scouts.ainsworth@praws.gmnscouts.org.uk 
· Village Day is on 11th July this year. We have been asked whether we would be interested in running a stall. We need a volunteer to organise this, including finding other volunteers to man the stall. Interested? Speak to Revd Dave.
· Summer Coach Trip to Buxton and Bakewell, Saturday 18th July 2020.  To book seats on the coach they can use https://tinyurl.com/vgfxv4d or can email scouts.ainsworth@praws.gmnscouts.org.uk     
· The Pastoral Visiting Team visits the frail and housebound and Revd Elaine is happy to visit anyone in hospital or who would like home communion. Please inform Revd Elaine if you know of anyone in any of these situations who would like a visit. 

· Prayer: One way of praying is to write a short prayer and hang it on the Prayer Tree (next to the pulpit). The Holy Spirit knows exactly what is in your heart, so these do not need to be masterpieces of prose! Cryptic prayers will do! Please date them as we will remove them after two months (simply re-date your prayer before the end of two months if you want it to stay up longer). 
To receive the Pew Sheet by e-mail, send an e-mail to polly.ryder@hotmail.co.uk with ‘send pew sheet’ in the subject
Otherwise download from http://www.ainsworthparish.org.uk/pewsheets.html[image: image1.png]



Christ Church Ainsworth               

‘Celebrating, encouraging, proclaiming and supporting faith, hope and love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord...’
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