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Our church building is now COVID-secure, so you can choose
either to attend worship physically, or continue to worship with
us on Facebook.
Join us at 10.30.am on Sunday in church for a shortened
service of Holy Communion, however, please be aware that
seating is limited to 30, the communion will be bread only and
there will be no singing. The service may feel a little “dry”, so
you may prefer to continue to worship online.
To ensure that our church remains COVID-19 Secure, we will
be using PowerPoint and not handing out service books. If you
prefer, you are welcome to print and bring along your own order
of service, taking it with you at the end. Follow the link and
download:
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Aurx6pWvMgOaiNRVqS5vumpPHqT6cw?e=YJZcpp

To worship on line, join us at 12 noon on Sunday on our
Facebook Page for midday worship
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchAinsworth/
You are also welcome to join us at 6.15pm on Wednesday for
Mid-Week Praise.
NB: If you are not on Facebook, you can still watch the service –
follow the link, but when it says “Log in” “Create New Account”
simply click “Not Now” (which is below these two options).
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A few words from the Vicar ....
‘For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I
know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.’ 1
Corinthians 13:12 (KJV)
Well, our church building is now COVID-19 Secure so, in addition to
worshipping online, we can meet once again physically for worship.
So far, most of you have opted to continue joining us for livestreamed
worship. And why not? From the comfort of your own homes, brew in
hand, you can sit in your favourite armchair. Unlike in church, you can
even sing a hymn!
From feedback, it is obvious many of you appreciate the intimacy of
livestreamed worship. Some of you tell me that it feels more personal,
as if I am speaking to you directly, which is how I pitch the service.
One of the things I find encouraging about livestreaming is the way
many of you comment and post prayers throughout our time together.
In church, it would normally be considered rude if you shouted out
during worship but, online, the dynamic is different and, not only is it
appropriate, but I strongly encourage it. As for the prayers you post,
keep them coming. I am so pleased to see so many of you opening up
in prayer. Even if you post a simple ‘Amen’, keep it up. God always
loves to hear from us in prayer.
Of course, worshipping online does not suit everyone. So, despite the
limitations imposed upon us to ensure we are COVID-19 Secure, the
decision has been taken to open church for worship on Sunday
mornings.
The plan is to open gradually at other times as circumstances allow.
But, for now, I am confident we can open safely at 10.30am only.
Our physical worship in church is best described as subdued, a pale
imitation of our pre-lockdown experience. There is no singing,
everybody (apart from me) sits all the way through and there is no
choice about where to sit. Most worshippers take the precaution of
wearing masks and, by the time you read this, donning a face
covering during worship may even be compulsory.
But at least we can share in the Lord’s Supper! And it is good to meet
with people I have not seen for ages.
Anyway, whether you worship online or worship physically (or both),
the choice is entirely yours. You must weigh up the risks for yourself
and act accordingly.
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What I will say though is this; if you are in the Clinically Extremely
Vulnerable Group, you are advised strongly to continue worshipping
online. At the end of the day, though, the decision is yours.
Of course, the school holiday is now upon us, but I have been
impressed by the way many of our uniformed organisations have
continued to meet using Zoom. I am sure it has been good for our
young people to meet with their friends in this way. Treasure hunts,
crafts and all sorts of tasks have been completed online. Amazingly,
our Scouts are regularly joined by a couple of Scouts from Bedford!
What does the future hold? Will we ever return to how things were
before all this? Well, for now we see through a glass darkly. We just
do not know. The world is changing, adapting, learning to live with
COVID-19, and so must we.
Keep well, keep safe, and do your best to enjoy the rest of Summer.
God Bless

Dave
FROM THE REGISTERS
FUNERALS

We commend to God’s keeping

June 26th

Carol Ainsworth

Editor’s Spot …
Welcome to the August 2020 edition of Christ Church Ainsworth
Parish Magazine. Although many of the restrictions imposed by the
Corona Virus lockdown are now beginning to ease, once again our
magazine is an e-magazine. Whilst our Printer is ready and willing to
produce our magazine in the traditional paper format, a number of
difficulties still render this problematic; 1) Many of our magazine
distributors are ’vulnerable / shielding’ and are as yet unable to get
back out and about; 2) As our church building is still only being
accessed by a small number of people, we would have very limited
opportunity for individuals to pick up a paper copy from church; 3) The
current guidelines for providing a Covid- secure environment do not
allow things to be handed out / picked up from church (not even
service sheets); and 4) the Church of England guidelines throughout
recent months have been that distributing copies of magazines is off
limits for the time being – thank goodness for modern technology to
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allow us all to keep up to date and in touch, who knows for how much
longer we will have to rely on it!
Early July brought the welcome news that Churches across the
country could begin to open their doors once more, but only with very
strict measures in place to try to ensure that those who choose to
return are as safe as possible. Make sure you check out the times for
services being held in church, and also for those still being live
streamed; Revd. Dave has also provided a comprehensive list of
guidelines to assist those who wish to attend Sunday morning worship
in church.
Once again, our groups and organisations have been busy with their
virtual meetings and zoom activities, and as always I’m massively
impressed at how creative and imaginative people are being; many of
our groups are now taking a well earned break over the summer
months, others are having so much fun ‘Zooming’ that they plan to
keep going.
There are still various community initiatives ongoing throughout the
summer months; the Ainsworth Village Day Team are inviting entries
to their gardening competition, but if gardening isn’t really your ‘thing’,
why not get involved with their Community Snake Project; ‘Albert The
Ainsworth Adder’ can be found slithering his way quietly around the
path on the Delph; anyone is welcome to add to him – if everyone
who reads this added just 1 stone he would be HUGE!
Enjoy this month’s magazine, and please do your best to keep safe
and well. As always, please keep your reports and articles coming in
by the second Sunday in the month, to
ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com.
Alison

Returning To Our Church Building For Worship (Message
from Revd Dave)
I am pleased to announce that we have opened our church building
for COVID-secure worship on Sunday mornings. This is good news,
however, there are serious restrictions:
•

Our seating capacity is limited to 30.

•

Services are basic and short.

•

Everyone must gel their hands as they enter the building.
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•

There is a collection plate on the font, but this will not be passed
around.

•

Worshippers are expected to remain 2m socially distant from each
other, unless from the same household / bubble. This means sitting
down promptly (where the paper is on the pew) and no gathering in
the aisle or immediately outside the main door for a chat.

•

When worshippers enter, they must sit in the next available pew,
filling from the front and from the wall, taking care not to touch any
part of the pew as you move along. There must be no heading for
that favourite pew!

•

Everyone (except the presiding priest) will remain seated
throughout each service. Unfortunately, this means any children
attending must also remain seated throughout the service.

•

There is no singing.

•

Orders of service are available to download, but not available to
collect on the way in. A PowerPoint version will also be projected in
church.

•

Worshippers are expected to complete a registration form each
week. This is for Track and Trace and the forms will be destroyed
after three weeks. A GDPR compliant privacy notice is posted
inside church.

•

We will leave from the rear pew first.

•

The toilet is for emergencies only, and anyone using it will be
expected to spray disinfectant on all surfaces they have touched.
Initially we are hosting a 10.30am service only, with a view to opening
at other times and on Wednesday evenings as soon as it becomes
feasible to do so. Cleaning between services remains an issue but,
equally important, rather than rush, it makes sense to take one step at
a time, then if issues emerge, I will be a better position to deal with
them.
I shall continue livestreaming, but at a new time of 12 noon. Given our
church building's severely limited capacity, it is to be hoped that
many will continue to worship via our Facebook livestream. I do
not plan to implement a booking system for now. However, I will revisit
that decision should it become necessary.
The Church of England advises that certain groups of people may be
at increased risk of severe disease from COVID-19, including people
who are aged 70 or older, regardless of medical conditions. Whether
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you wish to accept the increased risk attached to attending worship
with others, or prefer to continue joining with us on Facebook, is
entirely your decision.
Of course, anyone showing symptoms of COVID-19 (a new
continuous cough, a high temperature or a loss of, or change in, their
normal sense of taste or smell) should not join us at 10.30am due to
the risk that they pose to others; they should self-isolate at home
immediately with other members of their household.
So, there we have it; further progress!
God Bless, Dave

PCC News
The July PCC meeting was once again held via ‘Zoom’, ensuring that
all members were able to participate from the comfort and safety of
their own homes.
At the July meeting, PCC members were saddened to hear of the
death of Bernard Sharples; Bernard was a well known and well
respected member of Christ Church Ainsworth; he was a committed
Christian and a faithful member of our congregation. Initially, Bernard
supported the ministry of the Church by becoming our Independent
Financial Examiner (taking over from his father in law), then he was
Treasurer for 36 years and, most recently, stepped in as Independent
Financial Examiner again when needed; being a Tax Inspector, he
was well suited to these roles. Bernard served on the PCC and
Standing Committee, was a Sidesman and a Eucharistic Assistant;
Bernard will be missed by his many friends within the Christ Church
Ainsworth community. The prayers of PCC members are with
Bernard’s family and friends at this time.
The Covid-19 situation has changed somewhat since the PCC met in
May, so inevitably, much discussion ensued regarding the re-opening
of church following lockdown and the necessary changes that have
been made to ensure that we can provide a Covid Secure
environment for those who wish to attend services. Our church
officially reopened for worship on Sunday 5th of July, and, whilst a
growing number of people have begun to attend the weekly midmorning Sunday service, many have continued to participate via the
live streamed service now being held at 12 noon each Sunday.
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A huge vote of thanks must go to our clergy team who, throughout
recent months have worked tirelessly to ensure that services and
other worship opportunities have been available to as many people as
possible; that pastoral care and support has continued to be available
to those in need, and that PCC members have been kept up to date
with the ever changing guidance issued via the Government and the
Church of England.
One thing that has been particularly highlighted by the current
situation, is how many of the people who regularly volunteer and get
involved with our various working groups fall into the ‘vulnerable /
shielding’ group on account of their age. Whilst we have a large
number of younger people and families who attend church on a
regular basis, some of whom are already involved in the wider life of
our church, we still do rely heavily on our long standing and
experienced volunteers. In all walks of life there are ‘lessons to be
learned from lockdown’ – maybe one of our areas for future
consideration should be to look at how we ‘market ourselves’ to
encourage a wider cross section of our congregation to become more
involved.
Alison Hartley

News From The Diocese
A service to honour the lives of the almost 3,000 people who have
died in Greater Manchester as a result of Corona Virus, took place in
Manchester Cathedral on 16th July 2020.
The service, which was live streamed, was also used as a platform to
launch #GMRemembers - a free-to-use online book of remembrance
which will form a permanent tribute to those in the region who lost
their lives. People and communities of all faiths and of none, will be
able to add a memorial for someone they loved or cared for who has
died during the COVID-19 pandemic, and was born, lived or linked to
Greater Manchester.
To take part visit https://www.facebook.com/ManchesterCathedral/live

History Of Church Hymns Course
The Verdun Allen Music Foundation will be offering a three-week
course (via Zoom) entitled 'A History of Hymns in the Christian
Church'. This is free to all, but with a suggested donation of £30 to the
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homeless charity Mustard Tree, for whom they have already raised
£3000 during the lockdown period.
The three sessions in August will look at hymns during the
Reformation, the hymnody of the non-conformists (such as Watts and
Wesley), and the divergent trends in the Church of England in the
20th century. They also include extracts from Diarmaid MacCulloch's
series ' A History of Christianity' in order to put the hymns into their
theological context.
The sessions take place on 14, 21 and 28 August from 2-4pm.
Further information about the Verdun Allen Music Foundation can be
found at verdunallen.org.uk

Face Masks
During lockdown Barbara Clarkson has been making face masks.
They are of double thickness cotton, with a third pocket which
contains a disposable filter, and a stiffener at the bridge of the nose to
make a close fit. Barbara makes them from material left over from
dressmaking, so there are several different colours and patterns. If
you would like one, she is happy to pop it through your letterbox. They
are free, but donations to Church are welcome. Please contact
Barbara on theclarksonhouse@talktalk.net or 07530 413149.

Urban Outreach Appeal
Urban Outreach are appealing for donations of baby products. The
local charity which provides food parcels and essential products for
those in need are running low on baby wipes and various sizes of
nappies. Donations of full packs of these products can be dropped off
at the charity’s food hub which is situated in the former ‘Staples’ store
in the Trinity Retail Park, off St. Peters Way.

School Admissions
The Bishop Fraser Trust Schools (Canon Slade, St James Farnworth
& St Catherine's Academy Bolton) have decided that, as places of
worship were only open this academic year from 1st September 2019
to 15th March 2020, only attendance during that period will count for
admission purposes i.e. points for this year will be based upon a
maximum of 26 rather than 52 weeks.
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Notices, Acknowledgements & Announcements
Daily Hope
This is a free phone initiative which offers music, prayers and reflections as
well as full worship services from the Church of England at
the end of a telephone line.
The line is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 and has
been set up particularly with those unable to join online church
services during the period of restrictions in mind.

Gardening Competition 2020
Let’s make Ainsworth blooming beautiful!
Whether you have a lawn & flower beds, a planter on your decking or a fairy
garden … this competition is for you! For more info check out the Ainsworth
Village Day facebook page, or see larger advert on page 10.

Manchester Cathedral is now open for private prayer
The cathedral has a lovely video of welcome, showing what people can
expect when they visit to pray. For more info visit manchester.anglican.org

Porch Boxes
It is not possible to receive donations for Porch Boxes in Church at present,
however Porch Boxes are still very much in need of our donations. If you
shop at any of the following stores they have somewhere to receive
donations: ASDA (Radcliffe; Pilsworth & Bury); Morrisons (Whitefield &
Ramsbottom); Tesco (Bury & Ramsbottom)

Confirmations
Whilst the Confirmation Service to planned for earlier this year had to be
cancelled, it will hopefully be rearranged at a later date, therefore we are
seeking expressions of interest. Please email vicar@ainsworthparish.org.uk
to register (NB. Children must be in Year 6 or above and attend Church
regularly). Before anyone can be Confirmed, they are required to complete
a course of study. We normally prepare candidates via evening meetings
(adults) or a study day in church (year 6 and above). Owing to the socialdistancing rules, it will not be possible to meet physically but, if there is
enough interest, we can prepare adults and children (separately) via Zoom.
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Gardening Gloves At The Ready …
… our 2020 Garden Competition is
officially underway!!
Let’s make Ainsworth blooming beautiful!!
Whether you have a lawn & flower beds, some planters on
your decking, or a fairy garden in a tuff tray … this
competition is for you.
We want this competition to be open to everyone, so
there are 3 categories …
1. Most gorgeous garden
2.Most desirable display
3.Most creative kid’s display (under 16 yrs)
All entries to be photographed & sent to the Ainsworth
Village Day facebook page. Please include the following info:
Name & address
Category entering
Consent (or not) for photos to be displayed on our social
media page.
All shortlisted entries will be judged in person on 15th
August, with prizes awarded in each section
Check out our facebook page for further info, tips &
ideas
Many thanks to Arthur Lane Nurseries for providing prizes
for the ‘Gorgeous Garden’ section
12
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Around The Organisations …
Beavers
Although we have had no meetings since the beginning of Lockdown
the Beavers have been sent information for things they need to do to
complete certain tasks for some of their badges. These include the
Personal Challenge badge where they have to keep their bedrooms
tidy and help Mum around the house; to build a model out of
recyclable material for their Builder badge; demonstrate by means of
photographs that they can ride a bike, know how to pump up a tyre
and explain why it is necessary to wear a cycle helmet for their
Cyclists badge.
I hope that you all have a lovely summer and hope to see you all as
soon as it is possible.
Rikki

12th Radcliffe Brownies
It has been lovely seeing the Brownies in the on-line meetings, though
we long to get back to face-to-face meetings. During
our Zoom meetings, we have looked at how we deal
with emergencies – including what we would need if
we were shipwrecked on a desert island and could
only take 5 items with us! The Brownies have run
around finding objects in a scavenger hunt, though
Brown Owl was less successful than the Brownies at
finding appropriate things!
Despite technical difficulties, we managed to watch a
video of Brown Owl making a golf club out of
newspaper and the Brownies were challenged to
make their own golf stick and create several crazy golf
holes that they could use to play against a member of their family.
We also tried other challenges – saying “Thank you” in different
languages during July’s clapping; doing six things which make a
positive impact on the environment; learning to sign the Brownie Bells
song which we use to close our meetings; making cleaning solutions
(always useful when Brownies get their hands dirty) and the quite
difficult task of making a kite which, due to the bad weather, we were
unable to fly during the meeting as we had planned – that job had to
be left until a drier day.
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With many more activities planned, we are looking forward to the
remaining meetings before we break for the summer.
Brown Owl

Building Hope and Confidence
There is little to report this month. Bev. Julien our CEO has issued a
‘thank you’ to all members who’ve responded to the appeal which has,
so far raised over £750,000. A magnificent effort in a couple of
months and we are three quarters of the way to our target.
May I also remind members (and friends if you would like to join in) to
continue collecting the 20p’s in Smarties tubes until such time as we
once again can enjoy our Church Fairs.
At the time of writing, most of us find ourselves in the position of
Indoor members so I’m including the July reflection which indoor
members receive and has been written by Mothers’ Union Trustee,
Jenny Barton.
Reflection for July 2020
Greetings my dear friends.
I do hope you are still coping well with all the challenges we have
been given over the last four months. I trust that many of you will now
be able to move about more freely, perhaps spending time with
members of your family, if not in their home then at least outside.
As we move into the second half of the year I am reminded that this is
the holiday season for a lot of people, especially families. This time of
year brings back many memories for me of times spent driving to the
seaside with my parents and my younger sister. For several years
during the 1950s we travelled to the same place, Walton on the Naze,
at that time my family lived in Bedfordshire and my Father would only
drive to the east coast because he would not drive through London, [if
he wouldn’t do so then, he certainly wouldn’t do so now]. These were
simple days, staying in a hotel, playing together on the beach during
the day and playing miniature golf in the early evening. But are not the
simple things in life the most rewarding?
The time spent sharing a cup of tea with a friend, or walking in the
garden or park where nature shows us the glory of God, listening to
bird song, which seems much clearer without all the traffic, reading a
good book or listening to a piece of music which lifts the soul. I do
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hope that it won’t be long before we are able to take part in more of
the simple things in life; being able to worship together in church,
meeting with our MU friends and hugging our children and
grandchildren.
I live alone and one of the things I miss most is not being able to hug
and be hugged in return. So let’s hang on to those simple things and
give thanks to our heavenly Father for all his gifts both great and small
then, as it says in the hymn, God is Working his Purpose Out; March
we forth in the strength of God, his banner is unfurled; let the light of
the gospel shine in the darkness of the world: strengthen the weary,
heal the sick and set ev’ry captive free, that the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea.
Please continue to pray into all the many situations happening now,
including praying for the MU, and if you are able, do join in with
midday prayers on Facebook or check the MU website for help with
other ways to support the organisation and the many people we all
seek to serve.
Prayer
Father, we thank you for all your gifts both great and small, thank you
for upholding us during this time, help us to appreciate the little things
in life.
We pray for the members of the Mothers ’Union as we continue to
work together, supporting one another. We ask your blessing on the
members of staff and the Worldwide Trustee Board and its sub committees working to ensure the safe passage of the charity through
these challenging times.
We ask in the name of Jesus, our Saviour AMEN
Jenny Barton.
I close with a reflection from my Bible Reading Fellowship notes on
the day when we’d looked at Psalm 23:v4-5a with Rev’d Harry Smart.
“Can I remember to be aware of my cup overflowing even when times
may be dark? “
Jennifer White
(Hon. Sec.)

Just A Thought …
Your successes may make you clever, but it is only your problems
and failures that will make you wise.
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Community Snake Update
After a slightly tricky start, ‘Albert the Ainsworth Adder’ is looking
great! There are now almost 100 painted stones on the path round the
Delph and more are being added each day. Hopefully now that the
school holidays have started even more people will be inspired to
decorate a stone and add it on to Albert’s body.
If you haven’t been to see our Community Snake yet, he’s situated on
the path that runs around the Delph, and begins next to the seat on
the lower side. Why not take a look next time you’re passing; better
still, why not decorate a stone and add it to Albert to make him grow.

From the Archives – August 1995
In his ‘Letter To The Parish’ August 1995, Father Alan Flaherty, the
incumbent at the time, wrote about “The Way Forwards” – each
Parish had been asked to put together their ideas and plans based on
the themes of Renewal, Growth, Finance, Teamwork and Ministry – in
some ways this document sounded similar to the “Mission Action
Plans” with which we are now familiar.
Following on from the previous month’s announcement regarding the
repairs needed to the Church Hall, there was an announcement that
the building would be closed throughout the summer months, and also
a request for volunteers to come forwards to rub down the Church
Hall railings.
Plans were well under way for that year’s Village Day, with the news
that a new committee had been formed and were seeking additional
volunteers to help out with planning and on the day.
Elsewhere the W.I. had been celebrating 75 years of the Lancashire
Federation of Women’s Institutes, and also the 2nd ‘birthday’ of
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Ainsworth Women’s Institute. Members of The Church Women’s
Fellowship had held a successful fashion show and enjoyed a tour of
the Church led by Phillip Hinchliffe; Mothers’ Union members were
planning a coffee evening; Young Families had been making Father’s
Day cards and were planning a visit to Longsight Park to check out
the new play area; and the uniformed organisations were planning
various camps and pack holidays for the summer months.
In August 1995 there were 2 Baptisms, 1 Wedding and 3 Funerals
recorded from the previous month. The number of Communicants for
the previous month was listed as 366 and the collections totalled
£1254.
The article below appeared in the Parish Magazine in August 1995,
there’s no suggestion as to the writer’s identity, but the theme is still
relevant today …

God’s Work Is Never Done
“I overheard a whispered conversation walking up the path of the
Church to attend Sunday worship, ‘Look at the grass all round the
church, isn’t it lovely’. It prompted me to think of all the invisible
workers giving their time and talents to God in His service. There’s
always lots to do in His employment, and His work place is not a
closed shop; job vacancies are varied and hours of work are very
flexible. Flower arranging; making teas and coffees at fund raising
events; church yard maintenance; fund raising; magazine distribution;
gardening; providing transport; junior organisations; women’s groups;
young families … the list is endless. There are already telephone
numbers in the magazine if you wish to apply, or when in doubt ring
one of the Church Wardens, they’ll be only too happy to point you in
the right direction.
Now there’s some good news and some bad news. The ‘BAD NEWS’
is that when you work for God there is no pay packet at the end of the
week; the ‘GOOD NEWS’ is his Bonus Scheme is ‘OUT OF THIS
WORLD!’.”
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Poems From The Parish (And Beyond …)
In This Place
In this place of solitude
Soft silence fills the air,
I sit upon a time worn pew
And bow my head in prayer;
And feel the ever present calm
Soak deep into my soul;
A strength and peace beyond this world,
That somehow makes me whole.
In this place of solitude
The world seems far away;
Life’s bustle and life’s toil recedes
As, silently, I pray;
And feel my mind grow quiet,
Feel my scattered thoughts grow clear;
The solemn silence of this place
The only sound I hear.
In this place of solitude
The silence fills the air;
And yet, my heart seems lighter
As I bow my head in prayer;
Nothing changes, nothing alters,
Nothing makes the smallest sound;
Yet in this place,
I feel God’s loving presence all around.
A.L. Hartley

Strap Lines
Praying might be asking God fervently to send rain. Faith is carrying
an umbrella.
Two things we can be sure of are death and taxes; the difference is
that death doesn’t get worse every year.
To succeed in life, you need two things: ignorance and confidence.
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Another Thought …
Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of
God’s love; and your best days are never so good that you are
beyond the need of God’s love.

Space To Share A Prayer
Loving God,
When you call, may we respond;
When we falter, be our guide.
When you speak, may we hear;
When you ask, may we answer;
When we hesitate, be our resolve.
When you show, may we see;
When we disregard, be our conscience.
When you lead, may we follow;
When we stray, be our shepherd.
When you send may we go;
When we fear, be our courage.
When you challenge, may we listen;
When we fail, be our rock.
When you give, may we receive;
And may we love, as you first loved us. Amen.
(Paul Martin)

Parish Customs And Traditions
A tradition is defined as an inherited, established, or customary
pattern of thought, action, or behaviour (such as a religious practice or
a social custom). Britain is full of customs and traditions which have
been around for hundreds of years. British customs and traditions are
famous all over the world; but some are more unusual than others!

August – St. Bartholomew’s Bun Race
St Bartholomew’s Day is celebrated on the 24th August. In Sandwich,
a special patronal service is held each year in the chapel of the
ancient Hospital of St Bartholomew, followed by a race for children;
each child having to complete one circuit of the church.
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The race is believed to represent the travels which pilgrims made in
the past to holy sites, and the buns represent the fare they were
offered on their journeys. After completing the circuit, each child
receives a currant bun. whilst adults receive a hard ‘St Bart’s Biscuit’
with the town coat of arms impressed on them.
St Bartholomew’s Hospital is one of the oldest established hostels for
travellers and pilgrims, dating back possibly as far as 1190, when it
was reputedly founded in gratitude to celebrate a victory over the
French.

Time For A Smile
A prison Chaplain asked one of the in-mates, "What were you
charged with?"
The man replied, "Doing my shopping too early, Father."
The Chaplain, rather shocked, replied, "That's no crime; how early
were you doing your shopping?"
"Before the shop opened, Father", came the reply.
A Sunday School teacher challenged her children to take some time
on Sunday afternoon to write a letter to God. They were to bring their
letter back the following Sunday. One little boy wrote, "Dear God, we
had such a good time at church today. I wish you could have been
there."
Jimmy was visiting his Grandma one day and asked, “Grandma, do
you often think about the hereafter?”
“Oh yes”. She replied. “Several times a day I’ll go into a room and
think – now what am I here after?”
A Sunday School teacher asked her class “Can anyone tell me who
God is?”
After a lengthy silence a small boy suggested, “Is he the man who
saved the Queen?”
A notice at the edge of a large lily pond at the Royal Army Chaplains’
Department Centre, Bagshot Park, Surrey, reads:
“PLEASE DO NOT WALK ON THE WATER!”
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Which Is Your Favourite Bible Verse?
BibleGateway is a web-based platform and they have listed the most
viewed or searched for Bible verses for 2019.
Psalm 23, topped the list demonstrating the Psalm's popularity among
Christians, but perhaps also amongst those who hear the Psalm at
funerals or other events within the Church. Indeed, if you added up all
the usage percentages, Psalm 23 would be the most popular Bible
passage of 2019 on this largely web-based platform.
However, if we only give one mention to Psalm 23, then the most
popular verses are:
1. John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.
2. Jeremiah 29:11: For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.
3. Philippians 4:13: I can do all this through him who gives me
strength.
4. Psalm 23:4: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will
fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort
me. (Psalm 23.6 was 7th, Psalm 23.5 was 8th, Psalm 23.1 was 9th &
Psalm 23.3 was 10th)
5. Romans 8:28: And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been called according to his
purpose.
6. Romans 12:2: Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to
test and approve what God’s will is - his good, pleasing and perfect
will.
7. Matthew 6:33: But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.
8. Isaiah 41:10: So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed,
for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you
with my righteous right hand.
9. Philippians 4:6: Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God.
10. John 14:6: Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
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The Extended Parish Puzzler
Hidden Books Of The Bible …
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. A certain
luke, kept people looking so hard for facts, but for others it was a
real revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the
books are not capitalized. But the truth finally struck home to large
numbers of readers. It should be a most fascinating few moments for
you. Yes, there are some books that will be a hard job to find, but
those are the most fun. Can a human being really find all twenty of
them? At the worst, you should find fifteen. No defect in the genes
is required, although I will admit it usually takes a minister to find one
of them and there will be loud lamentations when it is found. What will
keep you from answering this challenge? A little lady says she
brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. How long you keep
working on it only you can be the judges …
There really are 20 Books of the Bible to be found in the above
paragraph – can you find them all? (Answers on page 24)

How many crosses?
As you would expect, there are a number of crosses and images of
crosses to be found within our church; each month we’ll be including a
photo and asking, ‘Where can this cross be found?’
Last month’s photo was of our processional cross which can be found
to the side of the Vicar’s Stall. Another easy one this month - any idea
where this cross can be found? (Answer in next month’s magazine).
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Cryptic Quiz
The answers to these cryptic clues are all relevant to Church …
1. A charge for writing materials coming 50 days after Easter
- - - - - - - - 2. The source of all knowledge without you
- - - 3. Make an attempt as part of an under garment
- - - - - 4. Uncertainty following direction
- - - - - 5. Church walkway surrounded by water
- - - - 6. A place selling clergymen?
- - - - - - -

- - - - -

7. A way to let off steam in the run up to Christmas
- - - - - 8. Discoloured drinking vessel to look through
- - - - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - - -

9. Amend or change by small adjustment
- - - - 10. Propped up without a vowel
- - - (Answers on page 25)
(Answers to Hidden Books of the Bible – in the order in which they
appear in the text; mark, luke, kings, acts, revelation, james, ruth,
numbers, amos, esther, job, hosea, nahum, matthew, genesis, titus,
lamentations, romans, hebrews, judges)
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Who’s Who
Vicar

Revd Dave Thomson Christ Church Vicarage
Ainsworth Hall Road. Ainsworth BL2 5RY
vicar@ainsworthparish.org.uk
Twitter @Vicar_Dave

OLM

01204 398567

Revd Elaine Larkin
1 Greenside. Ainsworth. BL2 5SE
elaine.larkin.el@gmail.com
Revd Debra Johnstone

01204 388762
01204 399630

Churchwarden

Lillian Haworth

0161 761 6187

Reader Emeritus

Venitia Flaherty

Church Treasurer

Geoff Whittle

Secretary of the PCC

Vacancy

Organist

Jenny Johnson

07976 443165

07734976978

Gift Aid & Freewill Offering Carole Butler
Secretary

07982 316388

Parish Child Protection

Peter Holden

01204 596938

Church Hall Booking

Geoff Hampson

07910817577

Church Lottery

Judith White

07812074776

Magazine Editor

Alison Hartley

Magazine Secretary

S Varnom

0161 761 5686

Magazine Adverts

June Brooks

01204 527244

Primary School Head

D Gerrard BA(Hons)PGCE

01204 527484

Services
Sunday 8.00am
10.30am
12.00pm
6.30pm

Weds

6.15pm

ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
Family Service 2nd Sunday Family & Parade Service
Baptisms (Except 2nd and last Sunday)
Evensong (Book of Common Prayer)
2nd Sunday Holy Communion (Book of Common Pray)
Healing Service (see Parish Diary)
Mid-Week Praise

Home Communion is available for anyone unable to attend Church due to illness or frailty
Arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, Banns of Marriage and Funerals Contact Revd Dave
Thomson

(Answer to Cryptic Quiz on page 24: 1) Pentecost; 2) Font; 3) Vestry; 4)
Easter; 5) Aisle; 6) Priest Stall; 7) Advent; 8) Stained Glass Window; 9) Altar;
10) Lent
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Who’s Who For Church Organisations
Mothers Union

1st & 3rd Tuesday of the Month at 7.30pm
Branch Contact Jean Eddleston

Sunday School

Sunday at 10.25am in the Church Hall

0161 761 2147

Jan Burrow
Vicky Howcroft Swift

0161 761 1958
07789 432103

Altar Flowers

Kathy Armstrong Rand

07748 020743

ABC First Steps
Toddler Group

Fridays 10.00am - 11.30am Church Hall
Anne Flowers
Or Jennifer White

Group Leader
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Scouts 14th Radcliffe

Bill White
group.ainsworth@praws.gmnscouts.org.uk

Friday at 6.00pm in the Church Hall Leader
Valerie Watts
Friday at 7.00pm in the Church Hall
Sean Butler
Fridays at 7.30pm in the Church Hall
Leader Stacey White

01204 382214
07964 587694
01204 595378
01204 398634
07843 233056
07742 610281

scouts.ainsworth@praws.gmnscouts.org.uk

Explorers

Rainbows12th Radcliffe

Rainbows 16th Radcliffe

Brownies 12th Radcliffe

Brownies 16th Radcliffe

Guides 12th Radcliffe

Wednesdays 7.30pm in the Church Hall
John Turner
Thursday at 5.45pm to 7.00pm in the
Church Hall
Rainbow Guider

01204 381590

Thursday at 4.30pm to 6.00pm in the
Church Hall
Rainbow Guider
Janet Kay

01204 525739

Thursday at 7.00pm to 8.15pm in the
Church Hall
Brown Owl Polly Ryder

07437 519045

Thursday at 6.15pm to 7.30pm in the
Church Hall
Sarah McAnulty

07955373623

Thursday at 7.45pm in the Church Hall
Captain Emma Lee

0161 764 2243
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Little Fishes
God made the world and everything in it!

Thanks to Scarlett Harrison (age 8) for our cover
picture this month
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God’s Creation
Last month Little Fishes was all about Trinity and we learned that
Trinity means 1 thing being made up of 3 things.
As the school holidays begin and we can all enjoy being
outdoors more,this month we’ll be looking at God’s Creation.
The next time you go outside, have a look around at all of the
things that we see every day. Look at the sky, the clouds, the
animals and plants, the earth, the water, even the people around
you. Have you ever wondered where it all came from?
The Bible tells us that God created the world and
everything in it; the story of Creation is found right at
the beginning of the Bible, in the book of Genesis.
In the beginning, God made the earth and the heavens and
everything in them. To start with, the earth didn’t even have a
shape, nothing lived on it, there was no light - there was only
darkness. But even in that darkness God was there, and God said,
"Let there be light," and there was light. And God saw that
the light was good. Then God separated the light from the
darkness. And God called the light Day and the darkness
Night. And there was an evening and a morning – that was the
first day.
The next day God said, "Let there be a sky and let it divide
the waters that are below from the waters that are above
the sky." And it was done, and God saw that it was good, and
God called the sky the Heavens – that was the second day.
The next day God said, "Let the waters under the heavens
be brought together, and let the dry land appear." And it
was done, and God called the dry land Earth and the
waters that were brought together he called Seas. Then
God said, "Let plants and trees grow from the earth." And it was
done and God saw that it was good – that was the third day.
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The next day God said, "Let there be lights in the heavens to
separate the night from the day. They can be signs to mark the
seasons, the days, and the years. Also let there be lights in
the heavens to light the earth." And it was done. And God
called the two great lights the sun and the moon: the sun to
shine in the day and the moon to shine at night. God also
made the stars and put them in the heavens to throw light on the
earth – that was the fourth day.
The next day God said, "Let the waters bring forth many living
creatures and let birds fly above the earth and in the sky."
And God made all kinds of creatures to live in the sea and
all kinds of birds to fly through the sky. And God looked
around and saw that everything he had made so far was
good. That was the fifth day.
The next day God said, "Let the earth bring forth all kinds of
living creatures, cattle and creeping things and wild beasts." And
it was done; God made all of the animals, the insects and every
possible kind of creature. Then God said, "I will make a
person; the person will rule over the fish in the sea, the
birds of the sky, the cattle, the wild beasts and all the
living things that crawl upon the ground." And God made a
man like himself, and called him Adam, and he also made a woman,
and called her Eve. Then God blessed Adam and Eve, and said to
them, “You must have lots of children! Fill the earth with people
and bring it under your control, but be sure to care for it also and
to look after the fish in the ocean, the birds in the sky, and every
animal on the earth.” – that was the sixth day.
The next day God looked around at all the things he had created;
He looked at the heavens and the earth and all that was in
them, and God saw that everything He had made was good.
So, on the seventh day, when God had finished the work of
creation he rested. And God blessed the seventh day and
made it holy.
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A Creation Prayer
Thankyou God for all that grows,
Thankyou God for bright rainbows,
Thankyou for the stars that shine,
Thankyou for these friends of mine,
Thankyou for the moon and sun,
Thankyou God, for all you’ve done.
Amen

God’s Creation Activities
Day 1 – Light & Dark; why not try playing ‘Spotlight Tig’; turn the
lights right down, then 1 person holds a torch and tries to ‘tig’
someone else by shining the torch beam onto them. When the
torch beam lands on someone, it’s their turn to take over holding
the torch.
Day 2 – Sky & Water – Take a piece of paper and draw a line right
across the middle so the paper has a top and a bottom half. In the
top half write or draw as many things as you can think of that you
might see up in the sky; in the bottom half write or draw as many
things as you can think of that you might see in the sea.
Day 3 – Plants & Trees – why not try planting some seeds; if you
don’t have an outside space, cress seeds or grass seeds can be
grown indoors in a small container.
Day 4 – Sun, Moon & Stars – Make a mobile; you’ll need a wire coat
hanger, some pens, some card and some string. Draw a sun a moon
and some stars on the card, colour them in then ask a grown up to
help you to cut them out. Make a small hole in the top of each
shape to thread a piece of string through, then tie each shape to
the bottom of the wire coat hanger so that they dangle down.
Day 5 – Birds & Fish – sit quietly by a window or outside in the
garden and see how many different birds you can spot. Can you
find out what each bird is called?
Day 6 – Creatures – why not go on a bug hunt; how many insects
can you spot in your back garden or yard? Can you find out what
each creepy crawly is called?
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Next month – The Parable of The Talents.
If you enjoy colouring in, why not colour the picture below.
Whilst church is closed you could get a grown up to e-mail it
to ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com Each month we’ll choose 1
picture to go on our front page; closing date Sun 16th August.

God gave each of us gifts to use wisely

Name: ___________________
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Age: _______

Ainsworth Church & Community Hall
Main hall, small hall and small meeting room, available for hire
daytime, evenings and weekends at competitive rates
Ideal venue for Parties / Functions / Public meetings /
Weddings / Birthdays / Funerals / Social events / Christenings
Disabled access. Projector and large screen
Toilet facilities including Disabled, Baby changing and
cloakrooms
Newly equipped Catering kitchen
For bookings, please contact Geoff Hampson on 07910 817577
e-mail: bookings@ainsworthchurchandcommunityhall.co.uk
See full details on our new web site:
www.ainsworthchurchandcommunityhall.co.uk

Your Local Veterinary Surgery and 24 Hour Emergency Clinic
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ICE CREAM PARLOUR
& TEA SHOP
Now open at
ARTHUR LANE
NURSERIES
1 Arthur Lane,
Ainsworth, Bolton
Open Daily 10.00-5.00
Have a day out! Buy all your Summer Bedding plants, Hanging
Baskets, Shrubs, Conifers, Roses, Alpines etc at Down-to-Earth Prices.
T- 01204 529929
Now Serving FRESHLY made cold sandwiches.
Serving Delicious Fredericks of Chorley Ice Cream
fa cebook.com/thegardenshed.a rthurlane

J. RAWSON & SONS

Garage Door Repairs

Monumental Masons
& Sculptors

Excellent Service at a Low Pric e
All types of repairs from
cable replacement to full re-fit
All work is VAT free

Artistic Memorials in Marble,
Granite and Stone
250 Market Street, Bury
Te l: 0161 764 4391

01204 525922 or 07881 624710
www.budgetgaragedoorrepairs.co.uk
Glen Boardman,
Ainswort h Hall Road, Ainsworth

www.rawsons-memorials.co.uk

AINS WO RT H
POST OFFICE

HORSE BITS
Saddlery and Riding Wear

Car Tax, Bureau de Change
Lottery, Newspapers, Cards,
Groceries, Carrs Pasties
Home Made Samosas and Curries
Hot Beverages, Copying
Fancy Goods + Gifts and Toys

18 Bridge Street, Ramsbottom,
Lancashire, BL0 9QA
Tel: 01706 822322
Open 10 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. Weekdays
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturdays,
12 noon - 4 p.m. Sundays,
Closed Wednesdays

Tel: 01204 523164
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Southlands

MILE LANE PHARMACY
66 Mile Lane, Bury

Residential Home
Withins Lane, Breightmet
27 bed home, set in spacious
private grounds
Experienced staff providing 24 hour care.
Respite care available
Contact: Jane or Nicola
On: 01204 528369/397011
E-mail: 01204397011@uwclub.net

Free Prescription Collection and Delivery
Service. We will collect Prescriptions from your
Doctor’s Surgery and then deliver your
dispensed medicine promptly.
For friendly helpful service
Tel: 0161 764 5054
OPENING HOURS
Mon. - Fri. 9.00– 18.00; Sat. 9.00 -13.00
Electronic Prescriptions Dispensed

AMG Sewing
by Ann-Marie
MOWING * PLANTING * WEEDING * TIDY-UPS
FENCE PAINTING * CARAVAN WASHING *
ALL GENERAL JOBS CONSIDERED
Call for a free quote
BECKY on 01204 522968 or 07989 671248
JAN on 0161 761 1958 or 07950 960468

(Née Cunliffe)
Clothing and Curtains
altered and repaired
Collections within 3 mile radius
93 Salisbury Road, Radcliffe
0161 280 0026 or 07817 848248

JACK HAMER & SON

STARMOUNT VILLA

(Tottington) LTD
Established 1930

Residential Home

Situated in a peaceful country
setting at Bradley Fold

Building & Roofing
Contractors

If you are interested in quality
of life for a relative etc.,
then telephone us on
(01204) 525811

Tel: 01204 883867 Fax: 01204 888592
Mobile: 078663 69891

JACKSONS MOTOR
REPAIRS

SILLETTS

M.O.T. Testing Class 4, 5 & 7
Repairs and Servicing

A Family business,
established over 135 years

Tel: 01204 531595

Spring Lane, Radcliffe
Manchester M26 2TQ

FUNERAL SERVICE

Lever Bridge Garage,
Radcliffe Road,
Darcy Lever, Bolton
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Tel: 0161 723 2383 or 01204
861300
www.sillettsfunerals.co.uk

Bolton & Bury Podiatry Group
Chiropody & Podiatry
Gwen Charnock & Associates

Ivythwaite Lodge
Oustanding Lake District Guest House
Your Hosts - Andrew & Abigail
Princes Road, Windermere
Cumbria LA23 2DD
Tel: 01539488914

661a Bury Road, Bolton, BL2 6HR
Telephone: 01204 481927

Email: enquiries@ivythwaitelodge.co.uk
www.ivythwaitelodge.co.uk

ARTHUR LANE
NURSERIES
Growers of quality garden plants
All at down to earth prices
1 ARTHUR LANE,
AINSWORTH, BOLTON
Telephone: 01204 529929

SJ DESIGNS
Plans draughted for domestic extensions
Local Authority Approval submissions

To advertise here
please contact
June Brooks on
01204 527244
or e-mail
june1727:yahoo.com

STUART FAIRCLOUGH
and SONS
For All Your Dairy Requirements
MILK, EGGS and CREAM

S.T. Jackson ACIOB MBIAT
203 Bury New Road
Ainsworth. BL2 6QQ

Please Telephone
0161 764 0298 or
0161 723 2569

Tel: 01204 531883
Mobile: 07790720491

Anglo American

Warwick Bedroom
Design
Custom made Furniture
● Bedroom ● Office ● Lounge●
Free planning and estimating
Tel: 0161 763 7137
Mobile: 07833 748889
www.warwickbedrooms.co.uk
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ELECTRICAL COMPANY
For All Your Electrical Needs
Large or Small
Electrical Wholesalers and
Lighting Specialists
67 Bradley Lane, Bolton, BL2 6RA
Tel: 01204 527251 Fax: 01204 527257

LORDS
ROOFING CONTRACTORS (N.W.) Ltd
(AN ESTABILISHED FATHER AND SON ROOFING BUSINESS)

FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING REQUIREMENTS
(QUALITY THIS TIME • NEXT TIME • EVERY TIME)
UNDERWRITTEN GUARANTEES WITH ALL CONTRACTS
HAVING SERVED THE LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25
YEARS

ALL ROOFING WORK(S) UNDERTAKEN
LEAKS REPAIRED / SLATING / TILING / FACIAS & SOFFITTS
FIRESTONE RUBBER FLAT ROOF INSTALLERS
RE – ROOFING / LEAD WORKS / POINTING WORKS
CHIMNEY WORKS & ALL ROOFING WORK(S)

0800 612 2483
Lords Roofing Contractors (N.W.) Ltd.
Unit 2, Brinks Lane
Bolton, Lancashire, BL2 6QD
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